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Editorial 


While the BNP presents itself as the party of law and 
order, the fact is that its members participate in all 
manner of criminality, as we have continually shown in 
Searchlight over the years. This month we report the 
truth about the BNP’s involvement in the Oldham riots, 
which we could only reveal once the trial of the 
perpetrators had finished. In a blow-by-blow account 
we prove that it was BNP members who sparked 
the violence two years ago which brought infamy to the 
town. Unfortunately, after waiting all this time for justice 
Oldham’s Asian community saw these racists sentenced 
to a paltry nine months’ imprisonment. The BNP likes to 
talk about “preferential treatment” for Asians but it was 
the fascists whom the law favoured. The group of racists 
who conspired to attack the Asian community received 
short sentences, while Asian people have received long 
sentences for their involvement in the ad hoc defence of 
their community in the face of that same attack. 

Paltry sentences remain the order of the day when it 
comes to racist crime. Elsewhere in this issue we report 
on a gang of racist thugs who received short sentences 
for a racist attack on two youths in Essex, east of London 
last year. Surely between the police and Crown 
Prosecution Service cases can be put together that 
convict people for racist crimes and keep them behind 
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bars for appropriate lengths of time. 

It is not too late for justice to be done either. In 1994 
three men who had attacked a black man in Essex 
received increased sentences in a landmark decision in 
the Court of Appeal. The Lord Chief Justice at the time 
ruled that a proven racial motive in any crime of violence 
would be regarded by the court as adding to its 
seriousness, justifying an increased sentence. 

Ten years after the racist murder of Stephen Lawrence 
it seems that we have a long way to go to secure justice 
for the victims of racism. The local race attack 
monitoring unit in Greenwich, the London borough 
where Stephens life was cut short so tragically, give us an 
account of their work against racism and other anti- 
social crime. 

While much of the problem with dealing with racism 
isn’t the law itself, but the lack of its application, there is 
one area that is crying out for reform. The anti-union 
laws that the last Conservative government introduced 
make it difficult to expel fascists from union 
membership. No organisation should be forced to accept 
into membership organised racists whose views are 
incompatible to their own democratic rules. Unions 
need to stand firm against this unjust law and continue 
both to expel fascists and to force through a law change. 
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BNP kicked off 


Oldham riots | 
IT’S OFFICIAL 


In the evening of 26 May, 2001, the Oldham district of Glodwick 
erupted into violence. Over 700 petrol bombs were thrown at the 
police in seven hours of unrest. 

The riots proved a gift for the British National Party, proof, it said, of growing 
anti-white violence carried out by young Asian men. 

The BNP always denied any involvement in the riots. 

Local BNP organiser Mick Treacy even challenged his opponents to prove that 
his party had sparked off the trouble. He was so confident of his case that he 
publicly boasted he would disband the branch if such evidence was found. 
Two years on and Treacy is now being called upon to honour his word. 
With the imprisonment of 12 white people for what police assert was the 
trigger for the riots, the BNP link can now be proved. Nick Lowles reports. 
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he temperature might have been over 30C 

outside but the mood in the Star pub was 

relaxed and cheerful. Eighty BNP supporters 

had packed in to hear Mick Treacy and the 

party’s regional organiser Chris Jackson rile 
against growing Asian violence. It was less than two 
months since the worst race riots in Britain for more 
than 30 years and six weeks since the BNP had achieved 
its best ever general election results. 

The two events were connected. The BNP had won 
votes on the back of the riots. The party had presented 
itself as a legitimate form of protest, a channel for the 
white community’s frustration that excluded violence. 

But the BNP was playing a clever game. It had done 
much to whip up the very tensions it now sought to 
soothe and, just as significantly, its supporters had 
played a central role in the violence that eventually led 
to the riots. 

Jackson was the first publicly to mention the troubles 
at the July branch meeting. He asked the assembled 
audience how many had been arrested during recent 
events. Four hands went up. His congratulations were 
met with almost universal applause. 

Three of those who raised their hands were David 
Bourne, Stephen Walsh and Stephen Rhodes. All had 
been arrested for an incident that directly triggered the 
Oldham riots. 


The Lark 

On the morning of Saturday 26 May 2001, a six-foot-tall, 
shaven-headed man walked into the Lark public house 
in Oldham. David Tickle cut a menacing figure. A pub 
doorman based 20 miles away in Wigan, he was a 
veteran of dozens of brawls. Accompanying him was 
Darren Hoy, a local football hooligan and an activist of 
the nazi terror group Combat 18 (C18). 

The Lark had been chosen because of its out-of-the- 
way location in an attempt to avoid the scrutiny of the 
police. More importantly, the route into town would 
take it through Coppice, a largely Asian estate. 

Tickle and Hoy were soon joined by several London 
C18 activists. With them was Martin Fielding, another 
local C18 supporter and football hooligan. It was not 
long before several other young white men joined them. 

Their hope of evading detection faded as two police 
vans arrived at the pub. The hooligans decided to split 
up and regroup later with the aid of mobile phones. 


By now their numbers had swelled to 60, most attached 
to the Oldham hooligan mob, the Fine Young Casuals 
(FYC), but also including small contingents from 
Shrewsbury and Stockport. 

At shortly after 3pm, they were on the move again, this 
time reconvening at the Junction pub on the edge of the 
Coppice estate. It was here, they hoped, that their 
presence would provoke a violent response from local 
Asians. This was, after all, their purpose that day. 

The air was thick with tension as reports came in of 
Asian mobs gathering on the estate. 

Their plans were again interrupted with the arrival of 
dozens of police officers, many dressed in full riot gear, 
who formed a human chain across the road that led into 
the estate, apparently intent on preventing trouble. 

After an hour's stand-off, the main faces discussed their 
options around a table in the heart of the pub. Recognising 
that nothing could be done in Coppice, they decided to 
regroup in town and take their chances after dark. 

Frustration, drink and racism consumed them all. 
On the slow walk into town Hoy hurled a road sign at a 
car carrying four Asian youths. 

The FYC group, now numbering 30, continued 
drinking at the Brewery Tavern. It was a warm summer's 
evening and most of the group drank outside the front of 
the pub. Some of them began singing the popular 
hooligan song, “No Surrender to the IRA”. 

Finally the singing took on a racist nature. CCTV 
footage caught the group singing: “If you all hate Pakis 
clap your hands”. 

At approximately 7.15 the group left for the Upsteps. 
Again they drank outside the pub and again there was 
racist singing. Tommy Kenway, a well known local 
hooligan and C18 supporter, was arrested for instigating 
the singing. As he was being handcuffed, he shouted to 
the arresting officer, “Your life will be hell tonight — 
there'll be a riot”. 

The group moved off again, this time to the nearby 
Hare and Hounds. At 7.45 the landlady of the pub, Susan 
Lambert, was upstairs when she heard a commotion. 
“T went downstairs to investigate and saw that the pub 
was fairly busy. I also noticed a group of 15 FYC lads sat 
near the bar football. I went outside the pub and saw 
another group of around 12 FYC lads holding their 
drinks and causing a nuisance to the Asian taxi drivers 
who were waiting for fares in the public hire rank 
immediately outside the pub.” 


Convicted 
rioters 
Matthew 
Berry (second 
from right) 
and Darren 
Hoy (third 
from right) 

at a C18 gig 
in Coventry in 
1998. 
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She ordered the group standing outside back into the 
pub and rang the police. “In the current climate of 
troubles in Oldham I thought it was best the police 
knew.” She told them the FYC group “appeared hyper 
and agitated as though they were getting ready for 
something.” 

Twenty minutes later, Lambert remembers Hoy 
receiving a call on his mobile. “After only a few 
seconds he became very frantic and agitated jumping 
around shouting ‘It’s my sister, some Pakis are kicking 
her door in.” 

The group looked towards their leader, Paul Brockway, 
known among the hooligans as “the General”. “After a 
short time where he appeared to be thinking it over he 
gave the nod and that was the signal for this group of 
nine or ten to drink up and start making their way down 
Yorkshire Street. I was still stood outside watching the 
group when I saw them get into two or three taxis.” 

Little more than a mile away, Hoy’s 14-year-old 
nephew and a friend left 16 Salford Street for a chip shop 
at the junction of Salford Street and Roundthorn Road. 
On the way down they began shouting at a group of 
younger Asian boys playing cricket peacefully in the 
street. At the chip shop, one of the boys threw a brick at 
another young Asian boy. 

Mohammed Sharif, who was working in a shop on 
Roundthorn Road, saw the argument and attempted to 
intercede. “I shouted to the Asian male [Rashid] 
involved to stop fighting which they did. He walked 
over to me and said that the white man involved had 
called him a ‘Paki bastard’ and that’s why the argument 
had started.” 

The young Asian boy ran home and told his older 
brother what had happened. Together they went to 16 
Salford Street where the two white boys had been seen 
entering. “The front door was slightly opened,” Tanveer 
Ahmed told police, “so Rashid pushed it further open 
with his foot so that he could see inside.” 

Paul Gartside was visiting Hoy’s sister, Sharon, at the 
time. “I heard the front door being kicked in as it burst 
open. The front door of the house leads straight into the 
front room.” 

“T didn’t see anyone enter the house but I saw Sharon 
run straight out onto the street. She didn’t even put 
anything on her feet ... She chased some Asian children 
down the street, across Roundthorn Road and onto the 
street opposite the chippy. I tried to pull her back and 
tried to talk her into going back to the house but she 
continued shouting at the Asians. 

“Sharon was shouting things like ‘f***ing black 
bastards’ and ‘Pakis’.” 

Janet Craffey heard the commotion in the street. She 
heard Sharon scream: “Come on, come you, you black 
bastards. I could tell that she was trying to pick a fight 
with the Asians.” 

James Taylor came out of his house at the commotion. 
He saw two Asian children being chased by Sharon Hoy. 
“The Asian children were screaming as they ran,” he 
later told police. 

Sharon Hoy returned to her house and phoned her 
mum to call Darren for help. Then, with her daughter 
Chantelle and the two boys, she returned to the corner 
of Roundthorn Road. 

At that moment Samalat Ali pulled up in a red Honda 
outside the chip shop. His friend and passenger, Riasat 
Ali, got out and went into the shop while Samalat Ali 
stayed in the car. Meanwhile, the first of the three taxis 
carrying the FYC-C18 hooligans had just arrived in 
Salford Street. 
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The first man out of the taxi was heard to shout “Paki 
bastards” at Samalat Ali and waved his clenched fist in 
the air. He shouted “Paki bastards” again and then 
kicked at the door of the red car. 

Taylor also saw this incident and heard the white man 
shout: “You f***ing Paki bastards”. Taylor told police that 
the man then got hold of the roof of the car and started 
kicking the passenger door. 

As Salamat Ali got out of his car to confront the 
attacker the other two occupants of the first taxi stepped 
out into the street to back up their friend. 
Simultaneously, the two other taxis arrived in 
Roundthorn Road and their occupants also joined the 
man who attacked the car. Samalat Ali jumped back into 
the car and drover off while Raisat Ali ran up the street. 

It soon became apparent that enacting revenge for the 
incident at 16 Salford Street meant more than just 
finding the culprits. For the politically motivated group 
who had met up earlier in the day in the hope of a 
confrontation with local Asians, it was a case of 
randomly and indiscriminately attacking Asians and 
their property. 

Sharon Hoy was orchestrating proceedings. “Those 
two houses there, they are Pakis’, she shouted while 
pointing at 150 and 152 Roundthorn Road. 

As the group ran up the road, they passed Sajid Munir 
and his young nephew. On seeing the advancing group, 
who were shouting racist abuse, Munir grabbed his 
nephew and forced him into a shop door before turning 
to face the white mob. He later recalled how one man 
came straight for him: “I noticed that he was holding a 
metal bar and was about to bring it down on my head. 
Instinctively I put my right hand out in front of me to try 
and defend myself and he hit me on the right thumb 
with the metal bar.” A second white man began hitting 
at the front of the shop. 

The gang continued until they reached 152 
Roundthorn Road. Inside were Nazia Azam, her sister 
Fereeda Azam, who was 34 weeks pregnant, their 
mother, their mentally handicapped brother and 
Freeda’s two sons, aged 3 and 4. Nazia Azam was alerted 
to an incident down the road by her sister and as she 
went to look through the front window she was 
confronted by a white male. “He came right up to the 
front window and I could see that he was shouting at 
me. He then started kicking the window with his right 
foot. He kept kicking it until the window broke, I though 
he was trying to break in and attack us.” 

Fereeda Azam heard the white group shout “Pakis”. 
“T was terrified, I could see he was about to kick at the 
window. As I looked away and got hold of my sons, 
I immediately heard the thud on the window and then 
the glass in the window smashing.” 

This attack was witnessed by Martin Lane. He saw the 
group stop outside the two houses and one man 
approach the house. “That male was shouting. He started 
to kick the front door at number 152. At the same time he 
was punching the door with his fists. I then saw him turn 
his back to the front window and back kick the window on 
the side nearest to the front door.” 

As the FYC-C18 group made their way back to where 
Sharon Hoy was standing, a green BMW turned into 
Roundthorn Road from Brewerton Road. The driver, 
who was white, stopped the car and shouted at the 
group. Then his car was attacked. 

Sharon Hoy noticed Sharif watching from his shop. 
“That's the Paki from the shop,” she shouted, as she 
advanced towards him. Sharif quickly pulled down the 
shutters over the main window blocking her entrance 
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into the shop. She changed direction and walked up the 
side alley that led to the upstairs flat. 

“Paki bastard, come on Paki bastard,” she shouted. 
She turned to open the side door but Sharif was gripping 
it tight from the inside. She continued to shout racist 
abuse before returning to the front of the shop. Sharif 
then heard the shop shutters being kicked. Such was the 
force that the shop window behind the shutters 
smashed. 

Meanwhile, Farida Khanum Shan was returning home 
from the mosque with her three young children when 
she came across the white gang. To her horror they 
began to run in her direction. “I could see that they were 
carrying objects in their hands. I heard the group also 
shout towards us, ‘Paki, come on Paki bastards’.” 

Frightened, she ran towards her house and rang the 
police. From her upstairs window she could see the 
white group stop in front of number 12 Elgin Road. 
“T then saw the female begin to kick at the front door of 
the house. I also saw that she had a brick in her hand or 
something similar. I saw her throw the brick towards the 
front window.” 

By now a small group of Asian males had come onto 
Roundthorn Road. George Nuttal, who witnessed the 
attack on numbers 150 and 152, saw the two groups 
square up to one another. “The white males were 
continually shouting and throwing objects at cars and 
houses. Some of the white males even had sticks and 
were hitting Asian males who were just stood about.” 

At 8.45 the police arrived. Two of the white men were 
arrested almost immediately. One was Stephen Rhodes, 
who was caught shouting: “All f***ing Pakis out!” 
On being arrested he said: “I’m not f***ing arsed. 
I hate all Paki bastards.” 

After the initial shock some members of the local 
Asian community reacted to the events with intense 
anger. Word spread quickly that their homes, businesses 
and cars were under attack from a white racist gang. 
It was not long before small groups of Asians began 
coming out onto the streets. Several weeks of pressure 
and attempted racist incursions into Asian areas were 
beginning to boil over. 

Much of their anger was being directed at the police 
for their apparent indifference to the white attackers. 
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“They've broken f***ing windows and you're doing 
nothing. It’s them you should be getting,” one man 
shouted at PC Faye Rawlins. The anger of the Asian 
males on Roundthorn Road grew more intense after 
police arrested a number of them. 

Over the next few hours Oldham witnessed the worst 
race riots this country has seen for 30 years. Over 700 
petrol bombs were thrown at police and dozens of 
young Asians have since been sent to prison. It has left a 
scar on the town that will take years to heal. 


The BNP link 

The BNP has always vehemently denied any 
involvement in the Oldham riots and has even 
questioned the existence of the existence of this “alleged 
white gang”. It has pinned the blame solely on the town’s 
Asian community and has even called for a boycott of 
Asian businesses. 

Searchlight can now reveal that BNP activists were 
behind the Oldham riots. Several of those sent to prison 
last month for the Roundthorn Road incident were 
active BNP supporters. 

Darren and Sharon Hoy are both regulars at BNP 
meetings, as are Bourne, Rhodes and Walsh. 

Brockway, “the General”, heads the FYC and has 
attended BNP and C18 events in the town. 

Matthew Berry, Hoy’s cousin, was photographed with 
Darren Hoy giving a nazi salute at a C18 gig in Wigan. 

James Clift was arrested only three weeks before the 
riots during an earlier attempted racist incursion into an 
Asian area. 

Mark Priestley was sent to prison in 1995 for his part 
in a C18 attack on a Chinese takeaway in Derbyshire. 
More recently, in 2000, he was convicted for using 
racially abusive language and threatening behaviour. 
He too has beem involved in the BNP. 

Treacy knows these people well. Many of them 
continued to attend BNP events right up until the judge 
sent them to prison for nine months each. Worse still, as 
was clearly evident during the BNP meeting at the Star 
Inn, most people in the BNP see them as heroes. 

Oldham BNP supporters triggered the Oldham riots. 
However, it remains to be seen whether Treacy will prove 
to be aman of honour or simply another BNP liar. 

















Convicted 
rioters David 
Bourne (with 
pint glass), 
Stephen 
Walsh 
(bottom left), 
and Stephen 
Rhodes 
(second from 
right) drinking 
outside a 
BNP meeting 
in Oldham in 
July 2004 
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BNP MAN WHO PUT 

WORKMATES ON 
NAZI HIT LIST 
JOINS N NEW UNION 
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Alan Winder, a long time fascist and the British National 
Party’s Eastbourne organiser, works as a train guard for 
Connex South Central at Eastbourne. As directed by 
the BNP leadership he has joined the union, in this case 


ASLEF FIGHTS ON 


ASLEF has pledged to fight on after an industrial 
tribunal ruled it should not have expelled a fascist 
train driver from membership. Jay Lee, who stood 
as a British National Party candidate in Bexley in 
the 2002 local elections, took ASLEF to an 
industrial tribunal after the union threw him out for 
his racist activities. 

An ASLEF spokesperson told Searchlight “ASLEF 
are to appeal to the Employment Appeal Tribunal 
and we are confident ASLEF’s position will be upheld 
on appeal”. 
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the Transport and Salaried Staff Association TSSA, the 
white collar rail union. 

Winder has been involved in the extreme right since 
the early 1980s. As a teenager he was an activist for the 
extreme nazi British Movement and liked to wear 
paramilitary dress. 

In 1997 he set up a bank account for a national 
Ku Klux Klan organisation together with Bill Binding, 
a BNP parliamentary candidate. But it turned into a 
fiasco when their first meeting was photographed by 
Sunday Mirror journalists acting on Searchlight 

information. 


\\ Winder became the subject of an internal 
\ 


investigation while he was working at the Inland 
Revenue Valuation Office, where he was a member 
\\ of the Inland Revenue Staff Federation. He was 
| \ suspended and fought to save his job at a number 


dl \\__ of tribunal and appeal hearings. 

Was - Ys 

@ \ 
N 
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‘| failed to attend a hearing of the Civil Service 
Appeal Board and lost his job. 


At one hearing it emerged that Winder had 
passed information about trade unionists 
with whom he worked to the nazi paper 
Stormer. Their details then appeared on a 
hit list because they were anti-racist. Winder 


Winder keeps his racist politics well hidden in 
his present job, in accordance with a BNP directive 
in a recent internal newsletter. Winder has not only 
joined the TSSA, but is taking advantage of what the 
union has to offer. He has completed a TUC basic 
skills course at South Downs College in Lewes and 
has applied to become a TUC trainer. 

Trade unionists and the TUC should give Winder a 
wide berth and send him packing. Searchlight has been 
informed that the TSSA is investigating the matter. 

While Winder should clearly have no place in a 
union, serious questions must be asked of his employer. 
Surely there must be some vetting procedure that 
would keep a former Ku Klux Klan activist who allegedly 
disclosed confidential information in a previous job off 
Britain's railways. 


Of course the BNP is overjoyed - its website 
states Lee has been “victimised” and ... “we will 
not tolerate political persecution of our members 
.. join us, stay out of our way or be prepared ...” 

Fascists have no place in trade unions. Their 
activities are incompatible with trade unionism and 
they should be expelled. But the law does not allow 
trade unions to refuse membership purely because 
of nazi activities. 

The BNP is exploiting this rule and encouraging 
members to infiltrate trade unions for its own ends 
and to cause disruption. The unions must now 
mount a campaign for a change in the law. A Labour 
government should be clear, politically and morally, 
that legislative reform is an urgent priority. 
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BNP thwarted in Burnley 


The BNP advance in Burnley was halted last month 
as the Liberal Democrats won a council by-election in 
the town. 

The Lib Dems beat off a BNP challenge by 11 votes, with 
the Labour Party coming third, a hundred votes behind. 

The by-election had been called in the Hapton-with- 
Park ward after a Labour councillor resigned his seat in 
April. It was a ward the BNP won in May, defeating 
Labour's deputy leader by 70 votes. 

The Lib Dem victory was a shock as the party had no 
historical base in the ward and had not even contested 
the seat in May. The party’s campaign was both anti- 
Labour and strongly anti-BNP. 

One of the Lib Dem campaign organisers said that he 
believed its literature helped turn older people away 
from the BNP. However, he did concede that he thought 
it had little impact on younger people, many of whom 
were openly proud to vote for the BNP. 

On the morning of the election, the party distributed a 
leaflet across the ward telling voters that it was the only 
party that could defeat the BNP. It was a strategy that 
appeared to work. 

The BNP defeat is a major political achievement, 
coming only weeks after it became the second largest 
party on the council. It proves the BNP can be beaten and 
that the Lib Dems are capable of providing a respectable 
alternative to voters disillusioned with Labour. 

The turnout was a high 53%. 





NF saves deposit in mayoral election 


National Front candidate Roger Batten saved his deposit in 
the North Tyneside mayoral election last month. Standing 
under the title National Front Britain for the British, Batten 
received 2,554 first preference votes, over 6% of the total. 
Although this was enough to save his deposit, he did not 
make it to the second round, in which Conservative Party 
candidate Linda Arkley emerged victorious. 

Used to getting very low votes, the NF is cock-a-hoop at 
the fact that thousands of people voted for it. Party officers 
claim that according to the observations of their own 
counting agents three quarters of Conservative voters put 
down NF as their second choice and half of Liberal and 
Labour voters did the same. 


BNP loses libel case 


In Newcastle upon Tyne three Labour councillors are 
claiming victory in a libel action over allegations in a 
BNP leaflet dating from the May local elections. 

The case was brought by Sir Jeremy Beecham, Joanie 
Easton and Eric Mackinlay, who represent Benwell Ward 
in Newcastle's West End. 

A BNP leaflet in support of John Keys allegedly accused 
local councillors of being corrupt. 

The councillors secured a judgement against the BNP 
candidate at Newcastle Crown court last month on the 
grounds that no defence was filed. Damages will be 
decided at a hearing on 19 August. 


An essential book for the anti-fascist bookshelf 


The Terrorist Next Door 
The Militia Movement and the Radical Right 


By Daniel Levitas 


September 11, 2001, focused America’s attention on the 
terrorist threat from abroad, but as the World Trade Center 
towers collapsed, domestic right-wing hate groups were 
celebrating in the United States. “Hallelu-Yahweh! May the 
WAR be started! DEATH to His enemies, may the World Trade 
Center BURN TO THE GROUND!” exulted August Kreis of the 
paramilitary group, the Posse Comitatus. The Terrorist Next 
Door reveals the men behind far-right groups like the Posse 
Comitatus and the ideas that inspired their attempts to bring 
about a racist revolution in the United States. 

Timothy McVeigh was executed for killing 168 people when 
he bombed the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in 1995, but 
The Terrorist Next Door goes well beyond the destruction in 
Oklahoma City and takes readers deeper and more broadly 


inside the Posse and other groups that make up the 
paramilitary right. 

Written by Daniel Levitas, a national expert on the origins and 
activities of white supremacist and neo-Nazi groups, The 
Terrorist Next Door is carefully researched and includes rich 
detail from official documents (including the FBI), private 
archives and confidential sources never before disclosed. 
Levitas provides a compelling factual narrative while also 
arguing that the danger posed by the radical right as a social 
movement goes far beyond the criminality and violence 
common among its organisers and adherents. The greatest 
challenge, he points out, stems from the success that groups 
like the Posse have had in spreading their ideas from the 
margins into the political mainstream. 


Available from Searchlight now: £22.00 + £5 p&p (Cheques payable to Searchlight) 
www.terroristnextdoor.com. 
A Thomas Dunne Book, A division of St Martin’s Press 
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010-7848, Tel: +1-212-674-5151 ext 710, Fax: +1-212-254-4553 








Left to right: 
nazi thugs 
Phil Curson, 
Paul Knight, 
Gavin Hockley 
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News from the sewers 
Police destroy 


nazi rat nest 


ive nazis who were recorded on a CCTV recording 
FF nertsing each other on a violent racist assault 
were sent to prison at the end of May. Their 
convictions followed a decade of race crime running riot 
on the big Harold Hill estate on the London Essex borders. 

On St George's day in 2002 the six-man gang attacked 
two friends, a black man aged 18 and a 17-year-old 
Asian man, in Romford, Essex. The attackers, who were 
in their twenties and thirties, were former associates of 
the Combat 18 killers Charlie Sargent and Martin Cross, 
both now serving life sentences for the killing of a fellow 
nazi, Chris Castle. Sargent, the leader of the Combat 18 
nazi terror group, had tried to recruit some of them for 
help in that murder. 

When not torching Asian-owned cars and throwing a 
pet dog through the windows of an Asian family’s home 
on the Harold Hill estate, the gang ran a thriving drug 
dealing business. 

The gang was led by Phil Curson, 30, Alan Thompson, 
who is still at large, and Gavin Hockley, 34. The three 
others convicted for the attack were Alan Lethbridge, 22, 
Neil Tarrant, 28, and Paul Knight, 25. Thompson, 
a founder member of Combat 18 and active in loyalist 
paramilitary circles, disappeared soon after the attack. 

When Searchlight reported the gang's activities after 
the murder of Castle, they threatened to kill the infant 
son of Searchlight’s editor at the time. The telephone call 
was overheard by a police officer. 
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The St George’s Day attack was totally unprovoked. 
The gang first assaulted the black youth with fists and 
boots. The Asian youth was stabbed four times after he 
sprang to his friend’s defence. Both men suffered 
numerous other injuries. The nazis were so arrogant 
because of their track record of getting away with such 
violence that they openly boasted about it. 

Despite the successful convictions, the case raises two 
important issues. Firstly, the police have known about 
these men’s extremist and violent politics and their drug 
dealing for many years, but do not appear to have 
targeted them for attention. Secondly, when they were 
arrested, why were they charged only with violent 
disorder and not attempted murder? 

There could have been no doubt in the minds of the 
police who they were. In 1999, during a visit to the police 
Community Safety Unit in Havering, Searchlight 
supplied intelligence on them and warned how 
dangerous they were. After their arrests police searched 
their homes and found material linking them to a range 
of far-right groups, from C18 to the Ku Klux Klan via the 
BNP as well as at least one canister of CS gas. 

Hockley was jailed for three years for violent disorder, 
18 months for racially aggravated grievous bodily harm 
and four months on two charges of possession of a 
prohibited weapon. Curson got three and a half years for 
violent disorder and 12 months for racially aggravated 
grievous bodily harm. The other three all received 12 
months for violent disorder and six months for racially 
aggravated grievous bodily harm. 

All the sentences are to be served concurrently, which 
means that after deducting time spent in custody and 
any time off for good behaviour, the nazis could be back 
on the streets very soon. 

After the Stephen Lawrence enquiry the police and 
Crown Prosecution Service promised to get tough with 
serious and violent race crime. The Harold Hill case 
suggests that this commitment is still not being followed 
through. An enquiry is needed into how these charges 
were decided and why the CPS found them adequate. 

This is not the first time the criminal justice system 
has failed the public when it comes to violent nazi 
criminals. Two of the most vicious nazi football 
hooligans, Andy “Nightmare” Frain and his sidekick 
Jason Marriner, were sentenced to seven and six years’ 
imprisonment respectively in December 2000. Marriner 
has been already released and Frain is due out this 
month after both got reduced sentences on appeal. 
During his time in prison Frain has been in constant 
contact with other nazis both inside and out. 


BNP candidate linked to 


Atlanta Olympics bomber 





Most Wanted”, brought to an end a seven-year manhunt 

for the Atlanta Olympic Games bomber. The crimes 
allegedly committed by the 36-year-old former carpenter and 
handyman, who was captured in North Carolina in the early 
hours of 31 May, also include killing an off-duty police officer 
and seriously injuring a nurse in a bombing of an abortion clinic 
in Birmingham, Alabama, and two other bombings of a women’s 
clinic and a gay nightclub in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Rudolph, whose FBI wanted poster described him as armed 
and dangerous, had gone into hiding in January 1998 the 
day after the Birmingham bombing. His terrorist campaign 
between 1996 and 1998 killed at least two people and injured 
around 150. 

He has had a long association with the white supremacist and 
virulently antisemitic Christian Identity Church and its paramilitary 
wing, the Army of God. Although the right-wing US Attorney- 
General John Ashcroft appears keen to play down the political 
motivation of Rudolph’s crimes, the far right all over the world has 
celebrated him and held him in the same esteem as Tim McVeigh, 


Te arrest of Eric Robert Rudolph, one of the FBI’s “Ten 








who was executed for the Oklahoma City bombing, and Robert J 
Matthews, the leader of the nazi terror group The Order, who died 
in a shootout with federal law enforcement officers. 

Christian Identity has no bigger fan in this country than 
Graham John, the British National Party’s candidate in 
Southend, Essex in this May’s local elections. John is a leading 
pastor in the British section of Christian Identity, which preaches 
that Jews are descended from Satan and that God made non- 
whites inferior to whites. We understand that John spent some 
time on police bail but the authorities then lost interest. In the 
light of the revelations about Rudolph, the British police might 
usefully look more closely at the activities of John’s group. 

Far-right religious extremists have not had a good time in 
2003 on either side of the Atlantic. In March a court in Buffalo, 
New York state, sentenced James Kopp to 25 years to life for 
the murder in 1998 of Dr Barnett Slepian, a gynacologist who 
provided abortion services, in his own home. Kopp, who had 
been extradited to the USA from France, waived his right to trial 
by jury, which meant that the detailed case against him was not 
heard in open court. The judge imposed the maximum 
sentence of 25 years to life. 

Kopp is still awaiting trial for several other serious crimes. 
Unlike in Rudolph’s case, where it remains unclear how 





much help he got from the far right, while Kopp was on the 
run he was moved from country to country by far-right 
elements in the Catholic Church (see Searchlight May and 
June 2001). 

The place where Kopp spent most of his time and found 
part-time employment was a church near Dublin that 
included the notorious Derek Holland among its members. 
Holland is one of the top men in the nazi International 
Third Position and a close associate of the Italian millionaire 
terrorist Roberto Fiore. An indication of the fear caused 
by Kopp’s deportation to the USA and his first trial is 
the fact that Holland packed his bags and fled to Rome. 
Many details remain unclear about Kopp’s travels after his 
series of murders and attempted murders, during which he 
journeyed to Mexico, Canada, Scotland, London, the Irish 
Republic and finally to France, before the FBI cracked 
transmissions between Kopp and an American couple who 
had helped him with documents and other material aid while he 
was on the run. They have also been charged in the USA. 


FBI TEN MOST 
WANTED FUGITIVE 
MALICIOUSL 3ED, BY MEANS OF ou erigevEnE Vv FBI TEN MoOoOsT 
CTIN 
COMMERCE oF Hn RESU LT EDIN DEATH AND INJURY WANTED FUGITIVE 
VIOLATION OF THE FREEDOM OF ACCESS TO CLINIC ENTRANCES (FACE) ACT 


ERIC ROBERT RUDOLPH 


JAMES CHARLES KOPP 





DESCRIPTION 
Hair: 
yes: 








Male Remarks: 





CAUTION 


JAMES CHARLES KOPP IS WANTED IN CONNECTION WITH THE OCTOBER 23, 1998, SHOOTING 
DEATH ¢ HO PROVIDED LEGAL ABORTIONS IN WESTERN NEW YORK STATE 
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Far-rightists among the FBI's 
Ten Most Wanted included Eric Robert Rudolph, now in 
custody, and James Kopp sentenced to 25 years to life 


Dr Pearce we presume... — 


" NEW CHRISTIA ar RUSADE CHURCH 


Next month sees the arrival in England of 
another Catholic extremist, Dr Joe Pearce, the 
former leader of the violent Young National 
Front. Pearce, who has made a new life in US 
academia, will attend a conference in Oxford 
and hold a meet the media session in London. 

Searchlight is sure there must be many 
people who remember the one-time editor of 
Bulldog, with its hit-lists, and his two 
convictions for hate crimes in the 1980s who 
would like to say a big “hi” to him during his 
visit (see Searchlight, February 2003). 


F of violence 
‘Pastor Graham John 
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Power to the people 
effective campaigning 
against racism 


326 were from ethnic minorities. We also delivered 3,000 
leaflets. 

People welcomed us. Everyone had some story to 
tell. If we had been campaigning just on anti-racism, a 
lot of people would not have wanted to get involved. 


Dev Barrah of Greenwich Council for Racial 
Equality’s Race Attack Monitoring Unit (Ramu) 
speaks to Daphne Liddle about his 
organisation’s community anti-racist work in 


Abbey Wood and the rest of the London 
Borough of Greenwich. 


e began the project, Combating Harassment and 
Wiss Tension, or Chart, in November 2001 after 

I and my colleague Chima had done a surveil- 
lance exercise for a month at one of Abbey Wood's worst 
hot spots for racist attacks. We found that seven young 
people were responsible for all the attacks. We also saw 
them dealing drugs, pushing burning rubbish through 
the local library letterbox, breaking windows at the 
residential care home for the elderly, breaking into cars, 
all sorts of things. And of course they were attacking and 
harassing anybody who looked vulnerable, especially 
people from ethnic minorities. 

Five of them had been excluded from Abbey Wood 
school and the other two were their friends. They had 
done £7,500-worth of damage to the school and forced 
the headteacher to allocate precious funds from the 
school budget for CCTV cameras and other security 
equipment. So we called a meeting with local 
organisations and residents. If we had simply called an 
anti-racist meeting it would have been the same old faces. 

But we wanted the wider community involved, the 
people who think racist attacks have nothing to do with 
them. So we said the meeting was to deal with all these 
anti-social behaviour issues. When we had everybody 
together, black and white, Chinese, Irish, Somali, young 
and old, and told them what we'd seen, then they realised 
all these problems are linked. The people who carry out 
the racist attacks are the same as those who damage 
their cars and abuse the elderly. Local juveniles carry 
out virtually all the racist attacks, though we do get 
occasional forays from the organised far-right neo-nazis. 

That’s when we set up the Chart project to reach out to 
the whole community to come together to do something 
about the problems that are affecting all of them. 
Ramu is part of the project but there are others involved 
too. We found a lot of attacks and abuse were going 
unreported. We encouraged people to report things. 
They had given up, saying the police and the council 
never do anything. We told them to report to us as 
well and we would monitor how the police and 
council respond. That’s what we're here for; we're a 
monitoring group. 

We recruited 22 volunteers and trained them and 
then went knocking on doors. Between November 2001 
and October 2002 we spoke to 807 families, of whom 
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But they all had problems with anti-social behaviour 
that they wanted to sort out. From the ethnic minority 
families we discovered 102 had experienced racist attacks 
or abuse and not reported this, a total of 175 incidents. 

People started to call our hotline to report things. 
We had 228 calls at night. These calls enabled us to 
pinpoint the hot spots where most of the trouble was 
happening. In one road 49 families were experiencing 
regular problems. We managed to get CCTV cameras put 
in there and new security doors. 

Usually people call us straight after they have 
called the police as we advised them to. I then call 
up the volunteer who lives nearest to them to go round 
and sit with them to offer comfort and support and 
also to monitor how the police and council respond. 
We train them so they know the right services to call out. 
They also contact next of kin and so on. 

This sort of support encourages people to come forward 
and report things. If they just call the police, the police will 
ask if the perpetrators are still there. If not, the police 
will not count it as urgent and tell them to come around 
to the station and report it the next day. Police will see 
a broken window or something as a minor incident. 
And they log all these minor incidents separately. 

But we have victims who suffer dozens and dozens of 
minor incidents in a few weeks. The police method 
of collecting statistics doesn’t link these incidents and 
recognise them as a sustained campaign of hate. 
They just see the victim as someone who's always in and 
out of the station complaining about minor incidents. 
In the end the victims give up and lose all confidence in 
the police. 

The police need to change the way they record these 
things. Then they could recognise where there is a really 
big problem and put some resources into dealing with it. 
We targeted the hot spots with a variety of solutions, 
including trying to get through to the young people via 
the schools, religious bodies, youth clubs, police, the 
probation service and so on. We also talked directly to the 
young people involved. We don't want to criminalise 
them. We want to see them educated out of this. We found 
that juveniles commit 78 per cent of racist attacks. We 
need to educate them before the BNP gets them. 

This is the sort of problem we hope we will sort out in 
other parts of the borough too, such as Eltham. We have 
now set up seven different projects like this in different 
parts of the borough. Now we are starting to see the 
fruits of our work. At first, recorded incidents rose 
because of more reporting. Our figures were higher than 


those of the police or the council because people were 
more willing to talk to us. Now all the figures in the hot 
spots we have targeted are going down — by about 30 per 
cent last year. 

On one estate there were blocks of flats around three 
sides of a square set aside for recreation, with a 
children’s swing area and so on. One family was 
dominating this area and driving away anyone else who 
wanted to use it. We had complaints from seven 
different families about being driven away. So we got 
them all together for tea and talk in one flat. One family 
was Chinese, one Irish, they were all sorts. But they had 
not known each other before and did not know they 
were in the same boat. Some knew of neighbours who 
had also experienced problems and we roped them in 
too. Eventually we had around 18 families involved. 

After that, whenever they wanted to take their 
children to use the swings, they would phone each other 
and all go together. The bullying family had to back 
down. Eventually they were evicted for anti-social 
behaviour. Now the whole estate is much better, the 
people on it know each other and it is more like one big 
family. Instead of suffering alone, they got together and 
did something about their problems. 

On another estate, there was a low wall in front of a 
row of houses. Youngsters used to gather there and sit on 
it, do drugs and get up to lots of bad things. After talking 
to the residents about what they wanted, we asked the 
council to demolish the wall. It happened and there was 
a reduction of 53 in the number of incidents the year 
after the demolition compared to the year before. 

We have to be there out in the community, rather than 
sitting in our office waiting for people to come to us and 
report problems, which is the way the police and the 
council operate. 

The police have made some changes but there is still a 
way to go. For example, I had a call from a teacher who 
lives in a block of flats in Abbey Wood. She is white but 
her boyfriend is black. He was attacked one evening 
coming to visit her: thugs were barring his way 
preventing him getting into the flats. 

Eventually, with her help and after a scuffle, he got into 
the flats. She had called the police and they had said they 
were fully busy and asked her “can you get to the station 
to report it in the morning”. Yet the perpetrators were still 
there and they were both afraid to leave the flat. 

So they phoned me and I called 999 and got straight 
onto Scotland Yard. Eventually police did turn up at 
10pm, after first being called at 6.30pm. The two 
constables, one male and one female, were very nice 
and polite and took a statement. But they spoke only to 
the woman, asking her to describe her boyfriend's attack 
second hand. Although he was there, they did not ask 
him directly what had happened to him. The two 
constables just didn't realise how racist they were being, 
treating the victim as though he was not capable of 
answering their questions. 

The teacher said: “This sort of thing makes me 
ashamed to be English and I can understand how black 
people feel. They didn’t even give him a minute of their 
attention.” Most of the 288 calls we have had at night, 
people tell us: “We have called the police and had no 
response”. We found the average police response time is 
four hours. They may not turn up at all if the 
perpetrators have gone. 

Our support volunteers make sure that vulnerable 
victims, such as single mothers, are not left alone 
overnight in insecure homes with broken doors and 
locks. We have the numbers for the council emergency 


services to come out and secure premises at any time of 
night or day. Our job is to go out and get people together 
and empower them to stop bad things happening in the 
first place. We believe in active campaigning against 
racism. If there had been no campaigns, the Stephen 
Lawrence case would have been buried a long time ago 
and there would have been no Macpherson Report. 

Without campaigning, marches and demonstrations, 
the BNP headquarters would still be there in Welling. 
Since its departure the level of organised racist activity in 
the area has gone right down. Demonstrations do work, 
in the end. Apartheid would still rule South Africa if it 
were not for campaigns, demonstrations and all kinds of 
political struggle, there and all around the world. 

Some politicians would prefer to keep problems 
under the carpet. They have put a lot of energy into 
responding to the Macpherson report. They've forged 
partnerships with the police, had meetings and 
conferences and issued policy documents. They don't 
want to admit that this has not solved the problem. 
We want to empower people to make the community 
safe for everyone to walk about in safety at any time of 
night or day. The police and the council can’t be there 
all the time. It is the people themselves that can make 
a difference. 

In the end, things like CCTV and security doors are 
short-term measures. We don’t want to go too far down 
that road or we'll turn our estates into prison camps 
with barbed wire and security guards everywhere. 

It needs the local community, the parents, schools, 
clubs, religious groups and everyone to reach out to 
these young people, before they get into bad behaviour 
and before the racists get them. And now we have the 
statistics to show this approach works. 























Doreen 
Lawrence, 
who is still 
campaiging 
for justice 
after her 
teenage son 
Stephen was 
murdered by 
racists ten 
years ago in 
Greenwich 


Searchlight July 2003 13 








By Dave Renton 


ince 1999, a series of laws have banned refugees 
S= working while their cases are being heard, 

replaced cash benefits with vouchers, and then 
with cash, and then denied them almost all access to 
welfare. Changes to the law have included a new 
Immigration and Asylum Act, passed in 1999, Statutory 
Instruments and executive orders, introduced in 2000 
and 2001, an Immigration Order in 2001, and a further 
Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act in 2002. After 
the introduction of anti-alien legislation in August 1914 
at the start of the First World War, Britain waited nearly 
50 years before passing new immigration controls. 
These days it seems to take just months before new and 
ever more draconian laws are brought in. 

One of Labour’s new asylum laws includes the 
principle that people should not obtain freedom to stay 
if they came here on false documents. But it is virtually 
impossible for people fleeing persecution to get here 
without some kind of fake passport. Meanwhile, other 
people are denied asylum if they travelled to Britain 
legally: if they used their own documents, it can’t have 
been that difficult, can it? 

In 2001, the charity Asylum Aid published a report on 
the measures adopted by the Home Office to keep 
people out. It looked at the cases of 37 Kenyan women 
whose cases had been rejected. All of them had been 
active in that country’s democratic opposition. Almost 
all of them had been raped or tortured. All had a good 
case for asylum, yet the government regards Kenya as an 
ally and consistently misrepresents the human rights 
situation there. Home Office statistics are not broken 
down by gender but between 1994 and 1999 almost 93 
per cent of all Kenyan asylum seekers’ cases that were 
decided were rejected. So were the rest all “bogus”? 

Asylum Aid analysed the “Reasons for Refusal” 
letters sent by the Home Office when it turned the Kenyan 
women down. One was told that she had left her country 
too late. Another that the worst thing that could have 
happened to her was long-term imprisonment — what she 
feared was “prosecution not persecution’. The Home 
Office refused to believe claims of torture or rape. 
Rejecting all medical evidence, officials argued that the 
people might even have wounded themselves. There is a 
culture in the Home Office of cynicism and mistrust. 
One typical Home Office letter ended, “Your persecutors 
cannot be regarded as agents of persecution’. 

When refugees reported torture at the hands of the 
Kenyan police, the Home Office replied that they should 
have complained — to the police. “The Secretary of State 
understands that the Kenyan authorities acknowledge 
that there were problems with the behaviour of some 
police officers.” Where asylum seekers reported that close 
members of their family had been killed the Home Office 
response was that things couldn't be that bad, really. 
The Secretary of State believed that there were no 
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What the press won’t tell you... 


Are all asylum 
seekers bogus? 


political prisoners in Kenya, perhaps 
because the state saw no need to jail 
those whom it could punish, maim or 
kill. One woman had been raped, 
her house burned down and _ her 
husband killed. The Home Office told 
her that since she had “not personally 
been involved in any tribal or ethnic 
conflict ... there is no reason why you 
should fear harassment or persecution 
should you return to Kenya’. 

The press tells us that 90 per cent of asylum seekers are 
“bogus”. But the only way to obtain this figure is by 
excluding four-fifths of those who are given the right to 
stay. It is easy to show. In 2001, some 119,015 asylum 
applications were decided by the Home Office. Ten per 
cent (12,610)were granted asylum immediately and 17 
per cent (21,175) were given exceptional leave to remain 
(ELR). Some 73 per cent (92,420) were refused either right. 
Many lost out simply on clerical or procedural grounds. 

In the appeals procedure that followed, 74,365 
people took the Home Office to review, and 43,415 of 
these cases were heard. The result was that another 
19 per cent of applicants (8,155) were granted asylum. 
In addition, a large number found that the Home Office 
then accepted their case and granted them exceptional 
leave to remain. Not 10 per cent, then, but more like 50 
per cent won the right to stay. 

The period that witnessed the highest number of 
asylum applications to Britain was the third quarter of 
2002, when 23,385 individuals applied. The ten countries 
that provided the most applicants were Iraq (4,375), 
Zimbabwe (2,750), Somalia (1,835), Afghanistan (1,350), 
China (906), Iran (830), Turkey (815), the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (705), Pakistan (565) and Jamaica (565). 

The biggest groups of asylum seekers in Britain right 
now are Iraqi Kurds and Zimbabweans. Think about it: is 
Iraq a safe place or not? If it is safe, then why did we send 
troops to bomb it? If it is safe, then why are the same 
papers that hate the asylum seekers banging on so 
loudly about the damage Saddam Hussein did to his 
own people? And if it’s not safe, why were we so hostile 
towards the people who have escaped from there and 
have come here to hide? 

Or Zimbabwe: no one in their right mind thinks that 
England should be playing cricket against that police 
state. Mugabe's a dictator, we’ve got to do what’s right for 
his people. So why can’t we accept a few thousand 
Zimbabweans and let them stay here until a mass 
movement grows, he is toppled and they return? 

The press want to have it both ways. Iraqi Kurds are 
our allies, democrats, people to be trusted — so long as 
they remain in Iraq, being killed. The moment they 
come here, we demonise them as scroungers and 
terrorists. Likewise Zimbabweans. We applaud their 
heroism, their bravery, their commitment to democracy, 
until they arrive on our doorsteps and ask for help. 

If you don't believe me, why don't you look up the 
sources for yourself? 


Further reading on the web 
@ Home Office decisions — 
http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/ 


@ Kenyan Human Rights Commission — 
http://www.khrc.org 





Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 16 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 

And it is essential that the campaign is waged 

all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 





Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 











I enclose my donation of £ 
(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 

















Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 


Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Your account no Sort code 


Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 





Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 


44Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?) Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 
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As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
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A New Antisemitism? Debating 
Judeophobia in 21st Century Britain. 
Edited by Paul Iganski and Barry Kosmin 
Profile Books in conjunction with the Institute 
for Jewish Policy Research. Price £14.99. 
ISBN 1 86197 651-8 





Review by Steve Silver 


SOME OF THE BEST and most knowledgeable writers 
on antisemitism today have contributed to this wide 
ranging collection of essays. 

The main question that the book addresses is 
whether there is a new antisemitism on the march. 
An introductory chapter by the editors sets out the 
context of the “new” antisemitism debate. 

They introduce the term Judeophobia arguing that 
what binds together the various articles is an exposition 
of a fear of Jews. The term antisemitism is considered 
inadequate to explain the phenonemon of the new wave 
of Jew-hatred that we have seen manifesting itself on an 
international scale. 

A problem with trying to introduce a new word for an 
ancient phenomenon is that it is difficult to see what this 
adds to our understanding of the topic. It is true that it 
may be a technically better word, but are we better 

















equipped to combat Jew-hatred by using it? For example, 
Jewish activists attempted to introduce the term Shoah 
to describe the Holocaust, among other reasons because 
they felt that the word Holocaust was used with such 
abandon that it no longer adequately described the 
unique nature of the genocide of 6 million Jews by the 
Nazis. The word Shoah was also heavily ideologically 
loaded because of its Hebrew origin. In the end though it 
is only some people in the Jewish community, and 
perhaps a few academics, who even know what the 
word means. 

In a sense, while antisemitism, or Judeophobia, is a 
problem that needs to be addressed by non-Jews 
primarily, the book sometimes has a feel of being part of 
an internal Jewish debate. Perhaps this highlights a 
more general problem, which is that antisemitism 
seems to be little addressed by non-Jews in the way that 
other forms of racism often are. 

Nevertheless, A New Antisemitism is groundbreaking 
because the material is so current and because it 
contains different perspectives. It wouldn't be possible 
to agree with every article because they are written from 
different angles covering very different topics. 

Michael Whine of the Community Security Trust has 
produced a strong statistically based chapter titled 
Antisemitism on the Streets. He explains that many anti- 
Jewish incidents occur during periods of heightened 
conflict in the Middle East. This antisemitism often 
comes from people who consider themselves pro- 
Palestinian rather than traditional fascists. 

In the chapter Sense on Antisemitism Anthony Lerman 
argues that comparing the current wave of antisemitism 
with the 1930s debases the memory of the millions of 
Jews who died at the hands of the Nazis. He arues that 
Jews do not face official discrimination and that it is 
dangerous to exaggerate antisemitism. 

Jonathan Freedland deals with the controversial 
question of whether anti-Zionism is antisemitism. He 
concludes that while some anti-Zionists are antisemites 


- others stem from the tradition of socialist Jews of the 
past, the anarchists, Bundists, and other socialists, so 
- many of whom lost their lives during the Holocaust. 


Robert Wistrich, who has produced some excellent 
material over the years, looks at how the events of 11 


- September affected antisemitism in Britain. He shows 
- how classic Nazi-style conspiracy theory antisemitism is 
- being propagated by some Islamists. Wistrich has no 


hesitation in describing these people, who revel in the 
idea of death, as Islamic fascists. 

Searchlight journalist Kate Taylor outlines the rise of 
the British National Party and shows how antisemitism 
remains its core ideology, in spite of its street level 


_ activity being primarily directed at Asian people. 


The book has 19 separate chapters which offer an 
impressive breadth of opinion and analysis. Some of the 
articles on anti-Zionism would stick in the craw of many 
Searchlight readers. For example, Geoffrey Alderman 


_ presents an image of virtually unbroken hostility to 


Zionism and the State of Israel but fails to draw out the 
fact that many on the left are opposed to Zionism as a 


- political philosophy, yet enthusiastically supported the 


creation of the State of Israel in 1948 and continue to 


_ defend its existence today, in spite of having criticisms 


of its treatment of the Palestinians. 
A New Antisemitism is a mixed bag but is 


- recommended to Searchlight readers as an excellent 
- source for current information. Those who believe that 
antisemitism is a phenomenon that was confined to the 
~ past would to well to read it. 


Titan 
Brigade 
Memorial 

TFUST a ceremony to 


honour the 2,100 men and 


women who left these shores 
to fight side by side with the 
Spanish people in their heroic 


struggle against fascism 
1936-39 and to remember the 
526 who did not return. 


Saturday 19 July 2003 

at the IBA Memorial 

Jubilee Gardens, London, SE1 
(next to the London Eye) 

at 1.00 pm. 


Chairman: Jack Jones, President IBMT. 
Speaker: Chris Smith MP. 

Afterwards in the restaurant of the Travel Inn, 
London County Hall, Belvedere Road, SE1 
(just behind the memorial - disabled access 
EWE F- | {=)) 
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Trade unions fund 
young people to visit 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 


t was minus 7 degrees in a snow blizzard on the 

infamous “selection ramp” at Birkenau, the extermi- 

nation camp in Poland. Huddled figures in padded 

jackets, warm woollen hats, gloves and scarves stood 

around as Arek Hersh explained that he and others 
had stood there in minus 20 degrees with nothing but 
one layer of thin clothes and wooden clogs. Arek was a 
14-year-old boy when the Nazis sent him to Auschwitz. 
That he survived is a miracle and he knows it. That is why 
he comes back again and again to warn everyone about 
racial hatred and in particular about the Nazis. 

For the past two years over 150 young people have 
been taken on a five-day visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
organised by trade unionists from UNISON and the 
FBU. The young people also meet Holocaust survivors 
who give them their own “personal” tour of the hell that 
they survived. It may seem strange to many that trade 
unions should fund such a Project, but it is done as part 
of a broader effort to promote anti-racism and anti- 
fascism among young people — and to give them a more 
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Project 


positive view of trade unions. 

Members of Sefton UNISON started the Sefton 
Holocaust Memorial Project on Merseyside after the 
British National Party had been leafleting parts of 
Southport and Bootle. The Project aims to promote anti- 
fascism among young people by taking them to the sites 
of the Nazi Final Solution and leaving them to draw their 
own conclusions. By pointing out the route from the 
BNP’s “denial” of the Holocaust back to the perpetration 
of it, the Project pulls no punches in saying that today’s 
nazis are no less capable of similar atrocities. 

Since then both UNISON and the FBU have donated 
thousands of pounds towards the Project to pay for 
young people to make the trip. The response from those 
young people has been fantastic. They have initiated 
their own projects, giving talks in other schools 
including primary schools, helping to organise a film 
festival, making their own films and joining other anti- 
fascists in leafleting areas where BNP candidates are 
standing. Some of the young people live in care and they 
have responded just as positively as the rest. They have 
all had a life-changing experience. 

Kate is in the lower sixth form (year 12) and described 
what she felt about making this trip with trade union 
activists: “I have found having the trade unionists here 
has been a real benefit. They have taught me what a 
trade union is and how it works ... they are fighting to 
make the world a better place and telling the truth about 


how we can all help to stop this happening again.” 

It affects the trade unionists no less than the young 
people. Hard-faced activists with years of experiences 
behind them are overwhelmed by the behaviour and 
enthusiasm of the young people, many of whom are the 
ages of their own children. Striking fire-fighters have 
made a profound impression on young people and vice 
versa. As one fire-fighter from Cheshire FBU said, “The 
only time I seem to see teenagers like this is when we are 
putting out car fires and they might be throwing bricks 
at us. This Project has opened my eyes in many ways.” 

Arek was 11 when his family was rounded up by the 
Nazis in Poland. They were sent to camps and he only 
avoided selection because his mother sent him out to try 
and fill a pan with water. His parents were killed in 
Chelmo extermination camp. Altogether 81 members of 
his family died. He went to the Lodz Ghetto as an orphan 
and was then transported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
Selected for gassing, he slipped from one line to another 
as the SS became preoccupied with beating a pregnant 
woman. He then worked on a so-called “fishing 
commando” before being evacuated from Auschwitz as 
the Red Army approached. He now visits Auschwitz twice 
a year with the Sefton Project and believes that it is 
invaluable in warning today’s young people about racism. 

“My mother was gassed by the Nazis but it wasn’t the 
gas that killed her, it was hundreds of years of hatred.” — 
Arek, speaking at the UNISON Anti Racism March in 
Manchester on 26 April 2003. 

Trade unionists were asked what made them decide to 
support the Project and why their union was funding it. 

“The opportunity to go with a survivor would help 
bridge the gap between history and reality and we think 
this experience will make these youngsters better and 
more aware people who will one day be members of our 
workforces.” — Neil Young (Merseyside FBU) and Joanne 
Winrow-Jones (FBU National Women’s Committee). 

‘Although the pay dispute is important to us, taking 
part in the Project helped us try and understand the word 
‘hatred. Racism is a result of hatred so it has to be 
stamped out before it gets out of hand as happened to the 
Jews. We feel that the Project will help us to fight racism 
in the future.” — Gareth Roberts and Jansen Bostock 
(Cheshire FBU). 

“We know that groups like the BNP deny this ever 
happened because they want to break that connection in 
our minds between Hitler and gas chambers. They are 
pursuing Nazi politics and we hope that this Project 
helps to expose them.” — Doreen Smith, Paul Summers 
(Sefton UNISON). 

The visit consists of a number of events over the five 
days. One day is spent in Krakow looking at the sites of the 
Jewish Ghetto and the old Jewish quarter, including a visit 
to the one surviving synagogue. There is also a visit to the 
Plazshow concentration camp, notorious from the 
Schindler story. Then comes a full day visit to Auschwitz 1 
camp - the original site. Here the museum shows the 
harrowing film taken by the Soviet soldiers after the camp 
was liberated. The next day is spent at the Birkenau 
extermination site where at one point nearly 10,000 
people were being killed a day. It is a traumatic experience. 
At all times there are camp guides and Arek Hersh with the 
group explaining and answering questions. 

The Project has received funding from all levels of the 
FBU and UNISON but still needs more. It runs two trips a 
year with Arek in April and September, has produced a 
professional film in association with Mersey Film and 
Video, has organised a film festival about the Holocaust 
and runs an accredited course through Merseyside Open 


College. In addition over 14 local schools and colleges 
have sent students on the trip with the Project. The Project 
has worked with the Holocaust Centre Beth Shalom, the 
Anti Nazi League, the Council of Jews and Christians, 
Sefton Council and the Plaza Cinema in Crosby. 

“We are an inclusive organisation, open to all those 
who oppose fascism and racism, whoever they vote for or 
worship. We promote democracy and tolerance, good 
positive trade union values — in fact all those things that 
the BNP detest” says Nigel Flanagan, UNISON Convenor. 

“But we know that it will be left to the labour and trade 
union movement to organise the opposition and this 
Project is one small part of that.” 

But what does it deliver when the BNP is out 
campaigning and having some success? In an intangible 
way it raises awareness and carries the lessons into 
communities. But in a more tangible way it brings 
activists together and recruits more to the cause of anti- 
fascism. When Merseyside Trades Council successfully 
stopped Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, from speaking in 
Anfield Comprehensive School a large number of those 
outside the school were young people who heard about 
it through the Project. When it came to leafleting in 
Southport against a BNP candidate the majority of those 
leafleting were young people who had been to 
Auschwitz with the Project. A coach full attended the 
Anti Racism March in Manchester in April organised by 
UNISON and supported by the TUC. 

They give their own talks in schools where some of 
their co-students have been looking at Holocaust denial 
websites. Two students from a school in Bootle give talks 
to primary school children. They have designed their 
own session at which they hand out yellow stars to pupils 
and then subject them to unfair treatment. All the ones 
who wanted a yellow star are forced to stand packed 
together in corners while the rest are encouraged to run 
around and do want they want. It makes the point. 

They organise fundraising evenings from scratch, 
which brings in funds to the Project but also raises the 
issue with their parents, carers and teachers. They all 
invite Arek Hersh into their schools to talk to all the 
pupils in their school. 

Many of them have now spoken at trade union meetings, 
general meetings and even strike meetings, giving back to 
the movement what they believe it has given them — 
knowledge and a desire to act and speak up. Some are now 
doing work experience placements in a UNISON office. 

Young people are potential recruits and victims as far 
as the BNP is concerned. But unity among young people 
— that old fashioned but powerful trade union principle 
of solidarity — is important. They can learn that from 
trade unions and apply it in their own lives. By learning 
that hatred and racism will lead to violence, murder and 
misery — even to gas chambers — these young people 
have taken responsibility for stopping the politics of 
hate and of the nazis in the BNP. These are the future 
parents, carers, teachers, politicians, shop stewards and 
voters. We will all benefit from their efforts. 

Wherever Arek tells his story of his own life and his 
family he always ends it the same way: “Next time you 
hear racist comments or see people being racist, next 
time you can see others being singled out for looking or 
behaving differently, then think of me, of my family and 
my story.” 


& Sefton Holocaust Project is looking for trade unionists 
from all unions to join the FBU and’ UNISON activists. 
Please contact Sefton UNISON on 
sefton@unison.mersinet.co.uk. 
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Gino Severini, 
Plastic 
Synthesis of 
the Idea 
‘War’, 1915 





changes in the late nineteenth century brought 
profound changes in people's lives and thinking 
that affected all areas of life, including the visual arts. 
In the opening decades of the twentieth century artists 
all over Europe, tired of the old traditional styles, began 
experimenting with new ways of expressing their ideas. 

In Italy a group of young artists, led by Fillipo 
Tommaso Marinetti, inspired by technological innova- 
tions developed the Futurist movement. They wanted 
to destroy the old “dead” culture, fuse art with life 
and politics and spark a revolution that would change 
the world. 

Aeroplanes in the 1920s and 1930s were a new 
excitement and Italo Balbo, the first Italian to fly across 
the Atlantic, moved artists fascinated with flying to paint 
aeropittura, a new dimension in art, showing the 
wonder of flight and seeing the world from the air. 

Marinetti, an artist and poet born in 1876, was the 
founder of the Futurist movement and published its 
founding manifesto in 1909 in the Paris newspaper, 
Le Figaro. It was a highly political document full of 
bravado that clearly showed its reactionary political 
aims. It caused a furore! 

The manifesto declared: “Beauty now exists only in 
struggle. A work that is not aggressive in character 
cannot be a masterpiece ... We want to glorify war — 
the world’s only hygiene — militarism, patriotism, the 


Te explosion of scientific and technological 
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Art and 
fascism 


A recent exhibition on Futurist art in 
London inspired Renee Sams to 

take a look at the movement that was 
to become closely associated 

with fascism. She concludes that art 
and politics cannot be divorced 

from one another. 


destructive act of the anarchists, the beautiful ideas for 
which one dies, and contempt for women. We want to 
destroy museums, libraries, and academies of all kinds 
and to make war on moralism, feminism and every 
opportunistic and utilitarian vileness.” 

The manifesto glorified the new technology and 
transport, and the growth of new cities. The artists were 
particularly excited by speed and the glamour of racing 
cars, motorcycles and aeroplanes, and their paintings 
reflected these enthusiasms. It was very much an urban 
art rejoicing in the building of skyscrapers and the 
development of cities. 

Marinetti was joined by Umberto Boccioni, Luigi 
Russolo and Carlo Carra, who produced a Technical 
Manifesto for Painters, proclaiming a new art for a new 
world and denouncing and rejecting all past art. Written 
by Boccioni, the manifesto laid down the key concept of 
“universal dynamism”. It was vehemently anti- 
materialist and based on the ideas of Friedrich 
Nietzsche, who felt that a “Superman” was needed to 
save the human race. 

Guided by Marinetti, the political theorist of the 
movement, the artists studied the ideas of Nietzsche, 
who was convinced that “the strongest and highest Will 
to Life does not find expression in a miserable struggle 
for existence, but in a Will to War, a Will to Power, 
a Will to Overpower”. Another influence on Futurism 
was Henri Bergson, who wrote about metaphysics 


rejecting scientific evolution and proposed the concept 
of an “élan vital’. 

Other manifestos followed in the most inflammatory 
language. They were cheap and easy to produce and 
were sent worldwide, the first mass advertising 
campaign. 

Futurism was the first cultural movement of the 20th 
century to make a bid for popular support. Marinetti 
made use of every means he could find to change what 
he saw as the anachronistic mentality of Italian society 
to prepare it for the great adventure in a rapidly 
changing world. Futurism became inextricably linked 
with Fascism. : 

Marinetti was a rich man and owner of a publishing 
house, which enabled him to mastermind the publicity 
machine. He lavished a fortune on his advertising 
campaign, publishing his own books as well as those of 
the other artists. 

It was so successful that Futurist artists’ groups were 
formed in France, Germany, Russia and even Mexico 
and Japan. In England a group of artists who had met 
Marinetti and admired his efforts for avant-garde art 
and politics, including Wyndham Lewis and Christopher 
Nevinson, founded their own newspaper called Blast. 
They were inspired by the American poet Ezra Pound, 
who invented the name Vorticism. 

In 1911 the Futurists held their first exhibition in 
Milan showing works by Boccioni, Russolo, and Carra. It 
was not well received and the art critic Ardengo Soffici 
wrote a cutting piece in the Florentine magazine La 
Voce. The artists were furious and beat up Soffici and 
other La Voce staff. Later, however, they became friends. 

Futurist evenings, which were organised in towns and 
cities all over Italy, became popular events. They 
featured a mixture of theatre, concert, political assembly 
and discussion, which usually ended in a riot, the 
fighting spreading to bars and streets. Violence, 
orchestrated by the artists themselves, was the climax of 
the evening, keeping the police on the alert. 


Through the pages of a fortnightly paper, Lacerba, the 
Futurist movement widened the scope of its art, 
sculpture and literature into politics and expressed its 
view in outspoken attacks on the establishment. 
The paper advocated intervention in the First World 
War on the side of Austria and Germany. 

Italy entered late into the industrial age and remained 
a backward country. It was not until the 1890s that it 
began to grow in a decade marked by mass protests of 
peasants and workers, which were savagely repressed. 
In Milan in 1898 over 100 demonstrators were killed as 
the military drove them off the streets. 

The Italian government desperately tried to distract 
people with a strategy of colonial expansion. It sent an 
army into Abyssinia, which was defeated by the 
Emperor Menelek with the loss of 15,000 Italian lives. 
By the end of the 19th century industrial development 
began to make headway and for the first decade of the 
20th century the Italian economy prospered. 

Around that time, a young schoolteacher called 
Benito Mussolini published his interpretation of 
Nietzsche in La Voce. An ambitious politician, he started 
out as a socialist but found things were not going the 
way he wanted so looked to wealthy industrialists to 
advance his career. With the financial backing of some of 
them he founded IJ Populo Italia, which became a 
rallying cry for all those disillusioned with the socialist 
party, including many syndicalists and Futurists. 

Among those leading demonstrations and encourag- 
ing the violence were Marinetti and Boccioni, who 
became pioneers in fascist rhetoric and aggression. 
During a demonstration in Milan on 14 September they 
led the crowd burning the Austrian flag and were among 
those arrested. 

In the build-up to the First World War opinion in Italy 
was bitterly divided between support for Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, or Britain and France, or remaining 
neutral: public opinion was against German 
aggression. Mussolini, however, came down on the side 





Boccioni, 

The Charge of 
the Lancers, 
1915 
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Gino Severini, 
Cannon in 
Action, 1915 


of intervention in the conflict and the Futurists 
welcomed it. 

A whole group of them volunteered to fight, including 
Marinetti, Boccioni, Russolo, Sant’Elia, Erba and Achille 
Funi. They all enlisted with the Lombard Cyclist 
Battalion and were then transferred to the Alpine 
regiment for active service. 

They paid dearly for their love of war. Thirteen 
Futurist artists were killed, among them the talented 
painter and sculptor Boccioni and the architect 
Sant’Elia. Forty-one were injured, including Marinetti, 
Russolo, Piatti and Soffici. 

After the war Marinetti got together with his old 
friends and recruited some younger artists, who revived 
Futurism in a second movement in the spirit of the first. 
Marinetti, a friend of Mussolini, joined the Fascist 
movement when it was formed in 1919 and actively 
helped Mussolini into power. 

Other prominent artists, including Carra, Funi, 
Mario Sironi, and Ottone Rosai joined the intellectuals, 
such as the poet Gabriele D’Annunzio and the musician 
Arturo Toscanini, in supporting Mussolini’s Fascism 
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after the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

The war left the Italian economy in a disastrous 
state. Widespread unemployment and poverty in town 
and country left people disillusioned and 
discontented. There were protests, broken up by riots 
stirred up by Blackshirt gangs of thugs. This was a 
fertile climate for the growth of Fascism, which 
Mussolini proceeded to exploit. 

In 1925 Mussolini began issuing decrees to extend 
Fascist control to every corner of Italy. A corporation was 
set up for every profession and branch of industry, 
officers were appointed and members of the 
corporations paid their dues and took their orders from 
the appointees. The officials settled any disputes over 
wages or conditions. 

In the aftermath of the murder of the Socialist Deputy 
Giacomo Matteotti, many artists and intellectuals 
joined the opposition to Mussolini, accusing the Fascists 
of “action without thought” and of being “anti-culture”. 
The dictator promptly issued a series of directives 
designed to co-opt intellectuals into the Partito 
Nazionale Fascista (PNF) in an initiative to give the party 
some respectability. 

As the second wave of Fascist brutality swept Italy, 
Giovanni Gentile, a prominent philosopher and 
Mussolini’s first Minister of Public Instruction, 
presided over the Congress of Fascist Intellectuals, 
attended by some 250 people. The anti-fascists, led by 
Benedetto Croce and Giovanni Amendable, replied 
with their own manifesto signed by 41 names, but most 
of the most vociferous critics of Mussolini were soon 
forced into exile. 

Membership of the PNF was required to get on the 
“roster” of artists. Artists had to show proof that they 
had maintained “good moral and political” conduct 
and if corporation officials found that they had 
infringed any rule, their membership could be 
rescinded without appeal. 

The Sindacato di Belle Arti, headed by the artist 
Cipriano Effisio Oppo, launched a network of annual 
and biennial exhibitions in all the big towns and cities. 
More than 300 of these regional exhibitions were held 
between 1927 and 1939. While not all artists in Italy liked 
the Fascist regime, the only place they could show and 
sell their work was at these officially sponsored 
exhibitions. Whether they liked it or not their work was 
used to give the Fascist state a veneer of culture. 

At the same time the police were given preventative 
and repressive powers that were so extensive and 
pervasive that a climate of fear was created affecting 
people's daily lives, especially in working-class areas. 
In the early 1930s the political police carried out 
some 20,000 actions a week leading to hundreds of 
arrests and detentions. 

Artists were kept occupied during the expansion of 
Fascism with a discussion of “Fascist Art”, opened by 
Giuseppe Bottai in the journal Critica Fascista. 
The question they were asked to debate was whether 
Fascism could create a new form of visual expression. 

The debate was interrupted by the Second World 
War, which after three years of military setbacks for 
the Fascist regime became unpopular and brought 
about the collapse of Fascism. Mussolini was deposed 
in a coup d’état. He escaped and was rescued by 
Hitler, who set him up in the Sald Republic, but his rule 
was short-lived. 

Mussolini was executed on 15 April 1944. Marinetti 
died in his bed only a few weeks later and Futurism died 
with them. 





from Alfio Bernabei 


Fascist violence flourishes in 
Berlusconi’s intolerant society 


THE KILLING OF A 26-year-old man in Milan and the 
wounding of a young woman in Turin are the latest 
incidents in a string of attacks that have highlighted the 
growing tendency of fascists to resort to extreme violence 
and murder. 

Davide Cesare was a lorry driver who frequented a social 
centre called Orso (Centre for social resistance against 
fascism). He was with a group of friends when at around 
midnight a gang of fascists approached them, armed with 
knives. The previous night fascists had apparently been 
attacked as they were plastering racist posters on walls. 
Now they were out on a revenge spree. 

Cesare and two of his friends received severe stab 
wounds. They were taken to a nearby hospital where Cesare 
died a few hours later. When the news spread, about 300 
antifascists gathered outside the hospital to stage a 
protest. According to witnesses, police and carabinieri 
brandishing baseball bats attacked them. “They were not 
using police truncheons”, said one of those present, “they 
were using real baseball bats. They hit a number of 
protesters, including some who were sitting down and 
others who had been handcuffed.” 

According to Daniele Farina, a councillor in Milan, the 
police behaviour was savage enough to remind everyone of 
the beatings that were inflicted on dozens of youngsters 
who were asleep in the Diaz School during the anti-global 
gathering in Genoa in 2001. 

Referring to the incidents outside the hospital, Gigi 
Malabarba, a left-wing member of the Rome Senate, said, 
“There is reason to suspect that the police in Milan may 
have staged a clean-up and revenge operation against the 
youngsters who go to social centres like Orso”. 

The attack on the young woman in Turin, whose name 
has been withheld, followed a similar pattern. She was on 
her way home when she noticed a poster of the fascist 
party Forza Nuova and tried to tear it down. According to her 
testimony, three fascists approached her. They kicked and 
punched her, pinned her to the ground and took out their 
knives. Two of them kept her still while the third used the 
blade to make two incisions on her left hand in the shape 
of a swastika. “You are lucky that you are a woman, 
otherwise things would be much worse for you”, one of 
them said. Then they disappeared. The young woman was 
later treated in hospital. 


Only a weak earlier, in Turin, a young man had a knife 
pointed at his face by fascists while he was taking part in 
an anti-war demonstration. In another incident, this time 
in Bologna, a group of youngsters who were travelling to 
take part in an anti-war protest were assaulted and 
beaten by fascists at the local railway station. The fascists 
were wearing Forza Nuova hats and nazi insignia and were 
reported to be fans of the Lazio football club. 

While such incidents may be described as the work of a 
few Forza Nuova fanatics, acting perhaps as the armed 
phalanx of the so-called Third Position, one should not forget 
that Forza Nuova itself is only the “extremist cover” for a 
much wider phenomenon taking place in Italian society. 
There is afoot an insidious political design aimed at chipping 
away the values of anti-fascism and anti-racism and bring 
about a cultural change that narrows the viewpoint on social 
tolerance and educates people to become aggressively 
defensive and less tolerant of diversity, race and creed. 

Forza Nuova gets the all important stimulus and 
encouragement from a government that over the past two 
years has presided over the progressive acceptance of 
fascism to the point of glamorising the “Salo boys”, the 
Italian soldiers who in 1943 joined Mussolini's Nazi fascist 
Republic set up in the town of Salo, by Lake Garda, under 
the control of Adolf Hitler. 

The “Salo boys” perpetrated the most horrendous crimes 
against humanity. To mark the downfall of the Salo 
Republic, which was brought about by the Allied Forces and 
by Italian partisans who sacrificed their lives for freedom in 
the bloody civil war of 1943-45, the postwar Italian 
government set a day, 25 April, to commemorate the event. 
They called it “Liberation Day”. 

For the past 56 years the state authorities, including all 
Prime Ministers, no matter how corrupt and Mafia linked 
they might have been, made a point of taking part in the 
Liberation Day ceremony to honour those who fought 
against Nazism and fascism. 

Not this year though. 

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, who brought Gianfranco 
Fini’s post-fascist National Alliance Party into the 
government, stayed away from the ceremony, to holiday in 
Sardinia. He was keen to show the nation that the honouring 
of those who fought fascism is no longer that important. 

One prominent member of his Forza Italia party even 
claimed that the partisans who fought the Nazis and the 
fascists during the civil war probably made things worse 
because they “provoked retaliations”. Fini himself went 
fishing. Some members of his party however marked 
Liberation Day by trooping to Predappio, Mussolini's 
birthplace, for a fascist commemoration. 

Several government ministers suggested that the 25 April 
anti-fascist commemoration should be abolished or turned 
into a day of “reconciliation” in order to remember 
“together” those who fought against the Nazis as well as 
the Nazis and fascists who died in the war. No distinctions 
should be made, they said, because all of them were valiant 
soldiers fighting for their beliefs. 
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From Jean Raymond in Moscow 


Nazi leader escapes terrorism 
conviction 


LAWYERS REPRESENTING the top Russian fascist 
Edouard Limonov have demanded that he be freed from 
imprisonment in a Russian penal colony where he is 
serving a four-year sentence after being convicted on 
arms charges. 

Limonov, the star of the Russian extreme right, was 
apparently quite happy to go back to his prison cell after 
being handed the jail sentence by a Saratov court in 
mid-April. The reason for his joy was not any dreams of 
an imminent escape but the knowledge that with good 
behaviour he could be out of prison in as little as a year 
and a half, after he was acquitted of more serious 
terrorism charges which included planning acts of terror, 
forming an illegal armed unit and attempting a coup. 
Had he been found guilty of those, he would have 
received a much longer sentence. 

Limonov, now aged 60 and the undisputed head of the 
National Bolshevik Party (NBP), scored a victory over 
President Vladimir Putin’s FSB security service and did 
not hesitate to let them know, declaring, “I have 
never seen such a precedent. After this trial, the FSB will 
not be able to do anything like this with other people ... 
| believe that all Russian citizens have won a victory in 
this court today.” 

Despite wriggling out of the terrorism charges, 
Limonov did not emerge entirely unscathed. He was 
convicted of the illegal acquisition and transport of 
weapons and of directing an organised criminal group. 
He has had to return to prison after 13 months on 
probation and plans to continue with his writing while in 
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custody. Limonov, a poet, is nothing if not prolific. 
Indeed, in the past few months, at least a dozen works 
bearing his name have been published. 

Several other NBP members were convicted in the 
same case. Sergei Aksyonov, who runs the party’s 
monthly magazine Limonka (the Grenade), Dmitry 
Karyagin and Vladimir Pentelyuk were found guilty of 
possession of weapons, and Oleg Laletin and Nina Zilina 
of buying them. They were given prison sentences 
ranging from two years and three months to three and 
a half years. Spectators at the trial included not only 
many uniformed party activists but also two MPs, 
Vasily Shandybin and the former mayor of Vladivostok, 
Victor Cherepkov. 

In a key part of the proceedings, the prosecution failed 
to prove that the accused NBP members planned a 
military invasion of northern Kazakhstan, an area with an 
ethnic Russian majority population. This failure revolved 
around the testimony of Artyom Akopian, an NBP 
member who acted as a witness for the FSB, who 
claimed that Limonov had ordered him to look for sites 
that could be used as guerrilla bases in the Altai frontier 
region of Kazakhstan. 

Limonov strongly denied the accusation and no other 
witnesses could be found to confirm it. The charge of 
buying weapons was a different matter, owing to the fact 
that the FSB had bugged Limonov’s apartment and had 
a mountain of tape-recorded evidence. 

Delivering his verdict, the judge criticised the 
prosecution and suggested that it may have manipulated 
some of the evidence, with the result that prosecutors 
are still undecided on whether to lodge an appeal 
against Limonov’s unexpectedly light sentence. 

On 28 April, the NBP held a “founding” congress in 
Moscow in a bid to win the legal recognition which the 
Justice Ministry has denied it on five occasions. 
Registration would allow the NBP to contest elections 
but the authorities continue to object because of the 
party’s extremism. Limonov, obviously, was absent from 
the congress. 

In another legal battle, the nationalist weekly Zavtra 
has lodged a complaint against the Russian Media 
Ministry for labelling the paper “extremist”. Such a 
description could cause Zavtra to be shut down under 
Putin’s new laws against extremism. The ministry’s 
accusation was based on a published interview between 
Alexander Prokhanov and a representative of the 
President of Chechnya. 

Finally, a notorious antisemite could well figure in third 
position on the candidates’ list of the Communist Party 
for December’s parliamentary elections. The website 
gazeta.ru announced that the extremist former governor 
of Krasnadar, Nikolai Kondratenko, who currently 
represents the region in the upper house of the Duma, 
would definitely be standing. 





From TAZ of Scalp-Reflex in Paris 


Police forced to act against 
fascists 


DETERMINED ACTION by anti-fascists helped inflict a 
major defeat on the militant far-right youth scene by 
stopping a demonstration in Paris in early May. 

Every 9 May, extreme right-wing youth belonging to 
the Front National de Jeunesse (FNJ), Mouvement 
National de Jeunesse, Groupe Union Défense, Action 
Frangaise and Unité Radicale - now Jeunesses 
Identitaires (JI) - take to the streets in torchlit 
procession to commemorate a young fascist killed at a 
demonstration on that day in 1994. 

The numbers participating in these demonstrations 
have been variable. Last year only about 150 took part but 
this year the newly formed JI took charge of the event, the 
first time it has tried to organise a big demonstration in 
Paris. So the stakes were high, especially given that the 
FNJ, present as always, was enthusiastically hoping to see 
its JI “comrades” create a shambles. The early 
announcement of an anti-fascist counter-demonstration 
seems to have given renewed motivation to the troops, 
because more than 200 fascists turned up. 

The commemoration has gone ahead with impunity 
each year even though permission to hold it has never 
been requested or granted. Despite its evident illegality, 
large numbers of police have always been on hand to 
protect the ragbag of fascist activists and prevent any 
protesting anti-fascists from getting near. 

This year, however, radical anti-fascists in Paris 
decided to put a stop to this particularly nauseating 
event. Responding to an appeal by a coalition of 
Scalp-Reflex and several other anti-fascist groups, 
250 anti-fascists gathered from 20.00 to 23.00 near the 
Place Ernest Denis. In its campaign to mobilise 
opposition, the anti-fascist coalition had produced a 
common poster and leaflets which were plastered all 
over the city. 

When the anti-fascists arrived at their assembly point, 
they were surprised to see no police presence, although 
they were only a short distance from the fascist march. 
As a result, they decided immediately to advance 
towards the fascists’ route, whereupon police posted in 
adjacent streets headed, sirens howling, towards the 
anti-fascists in a bid to block their path. However, 
the anti-fascists were determined to hold their position 
on the fascists’ route until 23.00 to ensure that the 
fascists did not march, making their presence known to 
local residents and the fascists by chanting slogans and 
using loudspeakers to play music and make speeches. 
The police backed off. 

The fascists had been gathering close to the Place 
de Observatoire since the early afternoon. Later, JI 





members started to arrange the march formation, 
putting their own outfit at the front. Philippe Vardon, 
JI’s chief marshal and singer of the hate music band 
Fraction, was directing this operation, loud-hailer 
in hand. 

When the police arrived the fascist ranks started to 
give way. This process was accelerated by the 
appearance of the CRS riot squad, who raced towards 
the fascists spreading chaos through their ranks. 
Discarding their torches the fascists beat a rapid retreat 
towards a nearby boulevard. 

The JI’s image has taken a battering because it has 
been unable to maintain cohesion in its own ranks. 
Despite all its bravado, the JI also proved its incapacity 
to organise in Paris when faced with the kind of serious 
anti-fascist opposition that forced the police to take 
action against the fascists for a change. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































From Wim Haelsterman of 
AFF/Résistances in Brussels 


THE RESULTS OF the federal elections on 18 May gave a 
major boost to the right-wing extremist Viaams Blok 
(VB) and considerably changed the political landscape 
in the country for the next four years. 

Belgian politics is regionally based and even the main 
parties have separate organisations in the Flemish and 
French parts of the country. The VB, support for which is 
almost entirely concentrated in Flanders, increased its 
share of the regional vote to 18.1%, grabbing 30% in its 
Antwerp stronghold and 24% in the area around the city. 
It now holds 18 of the 150 seats in the Belgian parliament. 

The Flemish Labour Party and the remains of the 
Flemish nationalist Volksunie party ,which ran populist- 
style campaigns focussing on “faces” and “image”, also 
did well in the region. It was the same story in Brussels 
and Wallonia, where both the Parti Socialiste and the 
far-right Front National made advances. 

The Liberal Democrats, however, remain the biggest 
group nationwide and Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt, 
of the Flemish Liberal Democrat party (VLD), will 
probably head the federal government for another 
four years. 

The Flemish Green party, Agalev, to everyone's 
surprise proved unable to pass the 5% threshold and lost 
all its MPs. The party will now be absent from the federal 
parliament for the first time in 22 years. The poll was 
also a nightmare for the Walloon Green party, Ecolo. 
Unlike its Flemish counterpart, Ecolo will not vanish 
completely from parliament but retains only four of its 
previous 11] seats. 

The conservative Flemish Christian Democrat Party 
(CD&V), the most powerful political force in the postwar 
era, lost only one seat but, after four years of opposition, 
has been plunged into a huge internal crisis. The party’s 
attempts at renewal, led by the ambitious Stefan de 
Clercq who ran for the premiership, have failed 
completely and he resigned a couple of days after the 
election. 

A new nationalist party called the New Flemish 
Alliance (NVA), which wants Flemish independence, 
tried and failed to present itself as a “respectable” 
nationalist alternative to the VB. Only the NVA‘s 
president was elected in West Flanders, the only place 
where his party managed to pass the 5% threshold. 
The future of this new nationalist initiative, described 
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Populism the winner in federal poll 


by many as “utterly boring”, now looks uncertain. 

Despite the economic crisis and a recent dramatic 
increase in unemployment, socio-economic issues 
hardly played a role during the campaign. Indeed, if 
there was a theme that dominated it was the presence of 
the left-wing Green parties in the federal government 
for the past four years. Unfortunately, these parties were 
seen as too moderate and willing to compromise by 
their own supporters and too extreme for most other 
voters apparently. In all regions, most of the Green vote 
went to the social democrats. 

The VB has undoubtedly been boosted by winning 
three more seats than in the 1999 elections. It made 
most progress in the smaller and medium-sized Flemish 
towns where the issues on which the party usually 
focuses — immigration, law and order and criminality — 
hardly play any role. Despite this, the VB has clearly 
been successful in exporting urban fears and racism into 
the more rural and socially conservative regions of 
Flanders. 

Strangely, in its long-time electoral strongholds such 
as Antwerp and Gent, the right-wing extremists lost 
about 10% of the votes they won in the 2000 local 
elections. For the first time in its history, the racist VB 
seems to have reached what political scientists call a 
“sociological maximum’, a level that nevertheless means 
a horrifyingly high score in Flanders. 

Another remarkable outcome of the poll was the 
personal result of Philip Dewinter, the VB’s leader, who 
lost his “popularity contest” with Patrick Janssens, 
former president of the Flemish Labour Party in 
Antwerp. Janssens has no socialist activist background. 
Before becoming a politician, he had a successful career 
in public relations and marketing. For the first time in 
about ten years, Dewinter, who has been dubbed the 
Flemish Jorg Haider, is no longer the undisputed leading 
politician in the Antwerp area. 

In the Brussels region, the VB now represents 38% 
of all the votes that went to the Flemish parties. 
As the Flemish community in Brussels is only 15% of the 
total population of the area, the media did not give this 
result the attention it deserved. The VB, which has 
always had a vision of Brussels as capital of the future 
independent Flemish state, has now, it seems, also 
attracted a significant number of French-speaking 
voters who no longer appear to care about the party’s 
anti-francophone position. 

As a provocation, the VB stood in one district in 
Wallonia. Even there Dewinter’s “anti-everything party” 


managed to attract nearly 1% of the vote, despite the 
presence of three other extreme right-wing parties. 

The new liberal parties that first saw the light of day 
only a couple of months before the election failed to 
notch up any successes. One of them, Liberal Appeal 
led by Ward Beysen, a former VLD member, ended up 
with a laughable 0.4% of the vote in the Flemish region, 
fewer than even the most negative opinion polls 
had predicted. Rumour has it that the new party will 
merge with the VB with which it shares opinions on 
themes such as “immigration”, “cracking down 
criminality”, and so on. 

A couple of hours after the elections, the VB’s 
president, Frank van Hecke, made an emotional appeal 
to the presidents of the mainstream right-wing parties, 
the CD&V and VLD, to “use their brains” and scrap the 
cordon sanitaire around his party. The cordon sanitaire 
is an agreement between all the Belgian democratic 
parties to exclude the Vlaams Blok from any kind of 
power. All the parties involved turned down van Hecke’s 
offer, leaving the VB, the biggest far-right party in 
western Europe, in a state of frustration and anger. 

In Brussels and Wallonia, the elections also saw the 
rebirth of the right-wing extremist Front National (FN). 
Against all odds, the extremely chaotic FN, led by Daniel 
Féret, managed to keep its one and only seat in the 
federal parliament, to miss gaining a second one very 
narrowly in the district of Liege and to win its first 
senatorial seat in years. In Charleroi, the party achieved 
its highest score nationwide with 11.84% of the vote. 

The unexpected re-entry of the FN into the political 
arena probably spells the end for its bitter rivals in the 
Front Nouveau de Belgique (FNB). The FNB, founded in 
1997 by dissident members of the FN who were fed up 
with their president and the endless conflicts in the 
party, went to the ballot box extremely handicapped by 
the sacking of their “founding president” Margueritte 





Wim Verrycken, 
Senate chief whip of 
the Viaams Blok (left) 
with Dr Rolf Schlierer, 
national chairman of the 
German extreme-right 

Republican Party, REP 


Bastien. Completely marginalised, the FNB will 
probably not survive this latest electoral catastrophe. 

Mouvement Nation (MN), the extreme-right 
newcomer in the French-speaking south of Belgium, 
performed extremely poorly despite having a structure, 
good organisation, activists and even a complete 
electoral programme, a rare characteristic on the 
Walloon extreme right. Perhaps the elections came too 
soon for this new party. 

As its name indicates, the MN started off in 1999 as a 
nationalist “movement” but became a political party 
recently. Its aggressive and violent image may also 
explain a lot. The party’s leaders are currently facing 
conviction for racism after distributing 100,000 leaflets 
in Brussels and Liege in summer 2001 which led to a 
spate of racist attacks. 

MN is led by Hervé van Laethem, 38, who made his 
debut in the 1980s as part of the now outlawed nazi gang 
l’Assaut. Most of the MN’s candidates have a past in 
both the FN and the ENB, in long-gone parties such as 
Agir, the REF and PEN, and in various self-styled “new 
right” organisations. 
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Tudjman and 


the genesis of 


World View 


Croatian 
revisionism 


By Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


ON 31 OCTOBER 2001, President Stipe Mesic of Croatia 
delivered a speech to the Israeli parliament, the Knesset, 
which signalled a major change in attitude of his country 
towards its wartime history. 

Mesic said, and it is worth quoting him at length: 

“lam speaking of behalf of democratic Croatia, which 
upholds the traditions of anti-fascist and freedom-loving 
Croatia from the times of the Second World War. | am 
speaking of behalf of that Croatia which bows with respect 
and reverence to the memory of the millions of the victims 
of the Holocaust ... | am using every opportunity to ask for 
forgiveness from all those who were harmed by the Croats 
at any time. Of course, from the Jews in the first place. 
As President of the Republic of Croatia, | profoundly and 
sincerely regret the crimes committed against the Jews 
during the Second World War on the territory of the Quisling 
entity called the Independent State of Croatia that was 
neither independent nor Croatian. Just as the majority of 
the Croatian people knew at the time that their place was 
with the anti-fascist resistance, also led by a Croat, Marshal 
Tito, present-day Croatia knows that it can build its future 
and its relations with other countries only on the basis of 
firm commitment to democracy and freedom, the 
foundations of which include the imperishable values of 
anti-fascism. Over a short period of time, in the struggle for 
independence and directly thereafter, the tragically 
misdesigned concept of unity of all Croats resulted, on 
the one hand, in the denial of the dark pages of our 
history,and, on the other, in the search for models precisely 
in such pages.” 

There can be little doubt that Mesic had his presidential 
predecessor Franjo Tudjman in mind. The case of Tudjman, 
the Croat partisan who made a career in the Yugoslav army 
as a communist, is indeed extraordinary because in the 
1960s he converted to Croat nationalism and was 
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imprisoned for several years. As president of the right-wing 
nationalist HDZ party, he published a book, The Horrors 
of War, in Zagreb in 1989. 

By 1993 Tudjman was president of Croatia and his book 
had been translated into several languages. It is a horrific 
example of Croat revisionism. In particular, the Ustasha’s 
Independent State of Croatia (NDH) which from 1941 to 
1945 incorporated Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
appears in a relatively positive light despite its Nazi basis 
and the appalling crimes of genocide committed under it. 

With regard to Jews, Croatian revisionists such as 
Tudjman developed a number of theses, either 
manipulating facts or telling outright lies. Thus, it was true, 
they said, that the NDH had adopted racial legislation under 
Nazi pressure, but the legislation had never been 
implemented; Jasenovac was not a death camp but a work 
camp to which only legally convicted opponents of the 
regime were sent; proportionally the largest number of Jews 
in all European countries were saved in the NDH and, 
incredibly, the Ustasha movement was never antisemitic. 
Liars like Tudjman cast doubt on whether any genocide of 
Jews had taken place in the NDH at all. 

In 1992, the Croatian parliament formed the Commission 
for Establishing War and Postwar Crimes, which in autumn 
1999 presented an utterly scandalous report. After seven 
and a half years of work this commission managed to 
establish that only 331 Jews by religion and 293 Jews by 
nationality had been “victims of war”. The report’s section on 
the Jasenovac death camp provides a figure of only 2,238 
dead, but lists neither their religion nor their nationality. 
Significantly, the Croat parliament did not adopt the report. 

More objective historians have dealt with these matters in 
a way that shows greater regard for the truth. They have 
established that over 30,000 Jews were murdered in the 
genocide carried out by the NDH between 1941 and 
1945 and that only 9,000 Jews survived the war. In other 
words, 76% and 80% of the Jewish community, in what are 
today Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina respectively, 
were murdered. 

Tudjman’s book pretends to be a rebuttal of the so-called 
“Jasenovac myth” of the genocidal nature of the Croatian 
people. He often uses the example of the Jews to support 
his ridiculous thesis that nations have suffered from, and 
inflicted genocide on, other nations since time immemorial, 
and that this is the very destiny of nations. For example he 
makes a facile comparison between the Holocaust Jews 
suffered and Israeli violence towards Palestinians, asking, 
“What does this small step from Nazi fascism to Judeo 
Nazism teach us?” 

The Horrors of War contains about 80 pages on Jews and 
Jewish matters together with numerous misquotations of 
sources with which Tudjman was clearly unfamiliar and on 
the basis of which he drew false conclusions. Tudjman’s 
patently selective choice of data reduces to the barest 


minimum the number of victims of Croatian Nazism, 
especially Serbs, with the claim that “in fact only several 
thousand (probably 3,000-4,000) prisoners of Jasenovac 
camp were killed, mostly Gypsies, followed by Jews and 
Serbs, and also Croats”. 

He also adopts a bizarre “distribution of guilt” approach 
to minimising the responsibility of the murderous Ustasha 
and claiming that the Jews, except as Jasenovac victims, 
were joint culprits in the crimes inflicted upon them. 
Discussing the conduct of Jews in Jasenovac, Tudjman 
relies exclusively on the fabricated evidence of three former 
Jasenovac prisoners who claimed that Jews had held a 
privileged position in the camp, that the “camp 
administration was run by Jews [and] they were the inner 
authority in the camp”, that Jewish camp officials had 
“participated in the killing” and “were greatly responsible for 
‘selecting’ prisoners for ‘liquidation’, and partly even its 
implementation ...”. 

One source of Tudjman’s account of the Jews’ conduct in 
the Jasenovac slaughterhouse is Through Europe Alone 
during the War (1939-1945) by the controversial Croat 
politician and publicist, Ante Ciliga (1898-1992). Ciliga, a 
renegade communist, was arrested in the Soviet Union 
under Stalin during the 1930s but was later released 
because he was an Italian citizen. At that time he was 
accused of being a Trotskyist. After 1945 he successfully 
pretended to have remained so, while still maintaining close 
connections with Croat clerical-fascist circles. 

These links were probably formed when Ciliga was held in 
Jasenovac, where he enjoyed special treatment, had a 
room to himself and was even allowed to write an anti- 
communist book. In 1942 he was released and reached 
Vienna, where he had an eye operation, with the help 
of Hitler’s Gestapo. He then went to the Croat embassy 
in Berlin and left the city with the last Ustasha diplomats. 
After the war he found refuge in France, where no one knew 
about this dark part of his past. 

Ciliga was obsessed by Jewish themes. Almost a quarter 
of his 580-page book on his strange odyssey through war- 
torn Europe is devoted to Jews and Jewish matters. 
Tudjman echoes some of Ciliga’s views, which were based, 
so he claims, on observing Jews in the camps of Stara 
Gradiska and Jasenovac, where Ciliga was incarcerated 
from December 1941 to December 1942. 

Among other things, Tudjman quotes Ciliga to the effect 
that the Jews in Jasenovac were under the influence of 





Moses’s teaching “that, as the chosen people, they were 
allowed”, so other people envied and hated them, but in 
fact they are “the unhappiest people on earth ... victims of 
their own pretensions and those of others” and the authors 
of their own misfortunes. 

“Moses’s most extreme commandment ‘God 
commands you to exterminate others and take their place 
because you are the chosen people’ is always alive in Jews 
— it is the root of their ‘ruthless and overbearing self- 
assertiveness’ which tells them ‘you are killing others to 
save yourselves and your group’.” wrote Ciliga. Thus the 
Jews in Jasenovac, said Tudjman quoting him, “took the 
initiative in preparing and provoking not only the individual 
but also the mass slaughter of non-Jews, communists, 
partisans and Serbs”. Tudjman expressed no reservations 
when making these and similar claims in the late 1980s, 
but must surely have given some thought to their patent 
falsehood and absurdity. 

While he refrains from quoting Ciliga’s even more 
fantastic hallucinations, Tudjman omits anything positive 
Ciliga wrote about the Jews. Finally, he disregards hundreds 
of testimonies and thousand of documents that 
demonstrate the solidarity of the great majority of Jewish 
prisoners with other prisoners, and the “privileged 
treatment” that ended in the murder of all Jewish prisoners. 

It is this part of The Horrors of War that provoked the 
most public indignation. Under pressure from Israel, and 
American and West European Jewish institutions, Tudjman 
eventually made a formal apology to the American Jewish 
B’nai B'rith organisation, carefully expurgating all 
antisemitic invective from the abridged American edition of 
his book and reducing it in the most sensitive parts of its 
fifth Croatian edition. 

But these changes do not and cannot mitigate the 
consequences of Tudjman’s revisionism. Many of his 
followers among Croatian journalists and publicists in the 
1990s routinely adopted his views from the first editions of 
The Horrors of War, making abundant use of them in their 
defence of the Ustasha NDH. 

Tudjman’s personal responsibility for the promotion of 
Croatian revisionist historiography has to be placed 
alongside his even greater responsibility for being the main 
patron of revisionism in political and public life. Military 
terminology, the terminology of government documents and 
the new names given to state institutions were a further 
sign of continuity with the NDH. Under Tudjman, 
monuments and memorials (2,964 in all) to fighters killed 
in National Liberation Struggle of the Second World War and 
to victims of Ustasha and Nazi terror were destroyed or 
removed. Streets, army barracks and institutions in various 
towns were named after Ustasha officials and army 
commanders. Worse, notorious Ustasha songs became part 
of public celebrations and other events. Revisionist 
terminology eventually found its way into lexicographic 
works, which otherwise had no connection with revisionism, 
as well as into many other publications. 

The situation changed after Tudjman’s HDZ party was 
defeated in the elections on 3 January 2000. Even so, 
much more effort will be required before the consciousness 
of real events and relationships, the consciousness of what 
was really going on, who was on the right side and who was 
on the wrong side in the Second World War, seeps into and 
prevails among the Croatian general public. 


& This article is based on the article “Croatian President 
apologises for Croatia’s Nazi past” and a chapter of Ivo 
and Slavko Goldstein’s book, Holocaust in Zagreb, 
published in English by Voice of the Jewish Communities 
in Croatia, No 4, Zagreb, winter 2002/2003. 
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DURING THE BUILD up to the latest Gulf War, Alvaro 
Uribe Velez, President of Colombia, called for a US-led 
invasion of his country, claiming that it posed a far 
greater threat to US security than did Iraq. Coupled 
with the news that the British government will host a 
conference on 10 July, in a bid to whip up European 


support for military intervention in Colombia, C.M., an 
exiled human rights defender, examines past and 


: _present policies of Colombia’s ultra-right leader. 
__ Alvaro Uribe Velez, President of Colombia, is one of 
emors subjugated to | 










Alvaro Uribe has always enjoyed 
protection and promotion from the 
political and economic elite in his 
country. At 26 years old and barely 
out of university, he was named 
Mayor of Medellin, Colombia’s 
second city and epicentre of the 
golden age of Pablo Escobar and 
the Ochoa family. He was removed 
from this position after only three 
months by a central government 
embarrassed by his public ties to 
the drugs mafia. He was however 
posted to a less prominent but by 
no means less important role as 
Director of Civil Aviation, where he 
used his mandate for the 
construction of airports and 
airfields, and the issue of pilot’s 
licences to strengthen = and 
Corey ate) [Ce rsikcm —yerelerclaecmelalism ab lalal lated 
infrastructure. 

Uribe was later elected Governor 
of the Department of Antioquia, 
where he became the fundamental 
defender of the _ paramilitary 
groups which he sought to institutionalise as “special 
private security and vigilance services — Convivir — to 
group the civilian population alongside the Armed 
Forces and contribute through armed communications 
networks”. 

As governor, Uribe promoted military and 
paramilitary violence to such an extent that the well 
known Medellin lawyer and human rights defender 


__ Jesus Maria Valle Jaramillo protested that: “Through a 
_ misconceived conception of public order, we are 
policies and 
erialists such as Choco and along the coast. With the Convivir 


exporting violence to previously peaceful departments 


we are exporting violence throughout the whole 
and Army and the Convivir share 
uniforr as, ‘share peta and share the vehicles - 







































human rights violations. His politics of terro rc 

out by the security forces and paramilitary group 
which enjoyed the total immunity that the state 
afforded them, was directly responsible for thousands 
of murders, disappearances, arbitrary detentions and 
forced displacements. 

War is his primary objective and it is fundamental 
to his current policy of “Democratic Security” that 
seeks to protect monopoly interests, multinational 
investment and the free market while destroying 
the political, social and civil rights of the millions 
of Colombians who sink deeper into the mire of 
unemployment, poverty, misery and hunger. His 
populist rhetoric has succeeded in confusing many 
Colombians who believe that his military strategy is 
synonymous with security for all, when the truth is that 
it seeks to annihilate the guerrilla through solely 
military means. (Uribe has ruled out peace 
negotiations with the guerrilla but started a ceasefire 
and negotiations with the AUC paramilitaries.). His aim 
is to take advantage of the economic consequences of 
the war to strengthen the repressive nature of the 
state security apparatus. He also wants to take 
advantage of the direct and permanent military 
presence of the USA in Colombia, even to 
the extent of calling for a US led invasion. That the 
European Union too will become directly involved in 
Colombia’s conflict is assured by support of Bush’s 
imperialist line from Tony Blair, Jose Maria Aznar and 
Silvio Berlusconi. 

Uribe’s “Democratic Security” policy is aimed as well 
at liquidating all political, social and popular 
opposition under the guise of the “war on drugs” and 
the “war on terrorism”. Already the Colombian 
congress has approved new laws and anti-terrorism 
statutes that severely limit the right to life and 
individual liberty. They have agreed new and higher 
taxes to pay for the war, and have created special 
“zones of rehabilitation and consolidation” where civil 
law has been superseded by military rule, with 
curfews, press and radio censorship and complete 
travel bans coming into effect in the areas of greatest 
mineral and oil wealth. Most controversial, has been 
the introduction of the “campesino soldier” networks, 


which reproduce the Convivir model on a national — 


scale. Groups of armed civilians have been recruited 





- Colombian press, whi h —— Sr el Uribe, 
If confessed re 








to help fight the guerrillas, with reports in the — 







the President. On the contrary, his team in government 
‘is made up of well known champions of corruption 


such as Fernando Londono, the Minister of the 
Interior, Marta Lucia Ramirez, Minister of Defence, 
Luis Alberto Moreno, Ambassador to the USA, Fanny 
Kertman, Ambassador to Canada, Gabriel Mesa 
Zuleta, Secretary General of the Presidency, German 
Cardona and many others who are supposedly under 
investigation for defrauding the public purse. 

While opposition from the traditional political 
parties within Colombia centres around the 
Elit=yexcli(elitcmelamerelgalia(elemr-lieMillinirclimar-diiemuarel lacey 
that daily tarnish the President and his cronies, 
popular opposition is uniting around the President’s 
18-question referendum that seeks among many 
things to abolish entirely one chamber of parliament, 
savage cuts to pensions and most social provision, 
and to extend his own tenure of office. The campaign 
for active abstention in the referendum, despite 
paramilitary violence against it, has succeeded 
in uniting opinion from across the _ political 
spectrum, and focusing the public’s attention 
on Uribe’s attempt to abolish domestic welfare 
and limit workers’ rights to pay for his war on terror. 
The majority of the population now recognises that 
this war is unwinnable while the conditions 
that support the left-wing insurgency continue to 
exist and grow. Despite needing only 25% of 
referendum votes for a victory of sorts (Uribe polled 
about 22% in his landslide election victory), it now 
seems likely that the referendum will be shelved 
leaving the President deeply embarrassed. 

If Blair and the European Union can be pressured 
into preventing the military and _ intelligence 
assistance that Uribe is requesting from reaching the 
army with the worst human rights record in the 
western hemisphere, Uribe will find himself isolated in 
relying on Bush for support. With Colombia’s 
neighbours all firmly against a purely military solution, 
and with the UN calling for regional peace dialogues, 
the possibility of a political solution to Colombia’s 
conflict becomes increasingly possible. 


The Colombia Solidarity Campaign (UK) is a grass 
roots organisation which campaigns in conjunction 
with the social movement in Colombia for human 
rights, peace with social justice and an end to 
foreign military intervention in Colombia. 

For more information about Colombia, or to join 
the campaign, contact: 

Colombia Solidarity Campaign, PO Box 8446, 
London N17 6NZ; email: colombia_sc@hotmail.com; 
iti ectoaiaaniieti-oee = = 
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A personal comment by Karl Pfeifer 
Hungarians stamp on the past 


WHENEVER | PLAY CHESS or see people playing chess, my 
thoughts dwell on my cousin Janos Wollner, who taught me 
as a child to play the game. 

Janos, married with two children, was a foreman in the 
Goldberger silk factory in Ujpest (today the IV. district of 
Budapest) and a member of the illegal Communist Party. 
Because of that, he was conscripted in 1941 into the 
punitive labour service that consisted of both Jews and non- 
Jews. He was subsequently murdered by his military superiors 
in the killing fields of Ukraine. His wife and children were 
deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau where they were gassed. 

Recently, | received a letter from Hungary with a stamp 
bearing the following text: “Their memory should be honoured 
by posterity. In memory of the 2nd Royal Hungarian Defence 
Army 1942-1943”. | cannot allow it to pass without 
mentioning some of the “heroic” deeds of this army. 

In 1941, the Hungarians, awed by the Nazis’ military 
prowess and greedy to fulfil all their territorial ambitions, 
decided to rearm and deploy the Second Hungarian Army 
against the Soviet Union. This fateful decision affected all 
Jews of military age because the General Staff had decided 
earlier that in the event of mobilisation up to 10% of all 
those called up would be Jews. 

Among the Jews mobilised were people with a prominent 
role in their communities. Special attention was devoted to 
calling up the rich, prominent professionals, leading 
industrialists and businessmen, well known Zionist and 
community leaders, and, above all, those denounced by 
local “Christians” as “objectionable”. 

Many denunciations that caused Jews to be press- 
ganged were made by avaricious and morally bankrupt 
Hungarians, keen to take over the businesses or 
professional practices of those they denounced. 

In fairness, one must also record that there were a 
number of occasions, albeit few and isolated, when the 
Ministry of Defence, or the Regent, Horthy, were successfully 
petitioned on behalf of converts and professionals. 

For the most part, though, Jews were recruited even if 
they were over 42 years old, the legal age limit for frontline 
service. Many Jews drafted on the basis of these arbitrary 
call-up lists were totally unfit for labour or any other service. 
Indeed, a number of them were old, suffering from a variety 
of illnesses or physical or mental handicaps. 

As explained earlier, there was a group singled out 
for special punitive labour service which consisted of 
individuals (both Jews and non-Jews) deemed “risky” or 
dangerous from the point of view of national security. These 
included, of course, a number of Communists and other 
leftists — many of whom were also of Jewish origin — who at 
the time were being held in escape- 
proof internment camps for political 
detainees. At the front, these 
prisoners of the Horthy regime 
would be marked by their yellow 
armbands with large black dots 
denoting a “criminal past”. 

According to the Hungarian Chief 
of Staff, the primary objective of the 
special punitive labour service 
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companies was to enable society to get rid of those 
elements considered harmful to the interests of the nation, 
whoever and wherever they might be. This aim was to be 
accomplished by ordering these soldiers to the front line as 
soon as they reached company strength. 

The first units of the Second Hungarian Army, which 
consisted of almost 250,000 men, left Hungary in April 
1942. About 50,000 Jewish labour servicemen in various 
types of companies were attached to this army. Participating 
in Germany’s general summer offensive, many of them 
reached the river Don, south of Voronezh, by 10 July 1942. 

The conditions under which the Jewish labour servicemen 
lived and worked in Ukraine were grim, the more so 
because of the viciously antisemitic attitude of company 
commanders and guards, not to mention the Nazi SS 
and military police units rampaging through the area. 
The behaviour of these people reflected not only their own 
antisemitic attitudes, but also instructions from their 
immediate superiors in Hungary or at the front that ran 
counter to official governmental guidelines. 

Deep in Ukraine and far removed from the scrutiny of the 
central authorities, officers and guards gave vent to their 
sadistic inclinations by abusing the labour servicemen and 
cruelly maltreating them, withholding or stealing their 
miserable rations and making them camp in the open often 
for long periods. 

To amuse themselves, commanders forced Jews to climb 
ice-covered trees and crow, in imitation of a cockerel, that 
they were “dirty Jews”, while guards derived enjoyment from 
hosing down Jews until they became “ice statues” in the 
bitter winter, or roping them to trees with their hands tied 
behind their backs. These and other similarly barbaric 
“entertainments” were usually carried out after the Jews 
had returned from work. 

Some of the labour soldiers were force-marched to 
work in extremely cold weather wearing summer clothes. 
Their rations consisted of scraps of bones and vegetables 
and they were systematically denied cereal products. 

When the Red Army smashed its way through the 
Hungarian-held Uriv bridgehead near Voronezh on 12 January 
1943, the Hungarians sustained staggering losses. Only 60- 
70,000 of the front line forces survived, while only 6-7,000 
of the 50,000 labour troops eventually returned to Hungary. 

Despite the unbelievable hardships under which they 
retreated westward, the remnants of the labour service 
companies generally kept much better discipline and far better 
comradeship than the Hungarian troops. The latter, according 
to most military accounts, withdrew in blind panic after 
receiving a rapid and thorough drubbing from the Red Army. 

Lieutnant-Colonel Béla Vécsey, commander of the 35th 
Infantry Regiment, for example, stated that he was 
“compelled to determine that these Jews are much more 
disciplined than our Honvéds; their readiness to work and 
their productivity are also better than those of the Honvéds. 
The Jews brought out the wounded and the dead Honvéds in 
the midst of the greatest fire ... The Jewish companies at the 
front behave very bravely; they leave no Hungarian dead or 
wounded behind. We shall live to see the day when they will 
become heroes, while our infantry is constantly on the run.” 

Commemorating the Second 
Hungarian Army lock, stock and 
barrel with this stamp buries the real 
history and honours murderers who 
tortured and killed many thousands of 
labour servicemen, Jewish and non- 
Jewish alike. 

Source: Randolph L Braham: The 
Politics of Genocide, the Holocaust in 
Hungary [New York 1994] 
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Jeroen Bosch in Utrecht continues 
his analysis of the Dutch far right’s 
current problems 


Far right dogged by infighting 


ONE OF THE BIGGEST eruptions of fighting in Dutch 
nazi ranks recently has, not for the first time, occurred in 
the Nederlandse Volks Unie. It has centred on its self- 
styled “Fiihrer’ Constant Kusters. 

After the NVU’s abysmal attempt at a demonstration in 
Apeldoorn on 8 March, uproar broke out against 
Kusters’s decisions and strategy on the day. The slogan 
for the demonstration, “Stop Asylum Now!”, also came 
under fire. His critics pointed out that hardly any 
refugees arrive in The Netherlands any more because of 
stringent curbs imposed by the Dutch government. 
Kusters’s gigantic error of telling NVU members to gather 
at Apeldoorn railway station just when anti-fascists were 
about to end a demonstration there hardly helped. 

His critics, led by Eite Homan, the veteran leader of 
the Aktiefront Nationale Socialisten (ANS), had wanted 
to demonstrate in another town near Apeldoorn but 
Kusters dismissed that as an illegal act. After hours of 
negotiating with the police and with frantic messages 
coming in from Apeldoorn that 500 anti-fascists were 
still awaiting the nazis’ arrival, Kusters insisted on going 
ahead in the hope of grabbing some cheap publicity. 
In the meantime, the police blocked the nazis’ path and 
an attempt by the ANS faction in the NVU to stop traffic 
on a nearby motorway turned into a huge flop. 

One of those most energetically trying to block the 
motorway was the German nazi Michael Krick, one of 
the NVU’s most radical members, who is firmly in the 
camp of the ANS faction. On the day he was armed with 
a riot police helmet and a home made shield. 

Krick now has his own problems following his 
extradition to Germany on 14 April. The German 
authorities want to prosecute him for several criminal 
offences, including displaying an SS tattoo at a nazi 
demonstration in Berlin and possessing CDs with 
Holocaust denial lyrics. 

Throughout the extradition process, which took 
several months, Krick was on bail and able to call 
for terrorist acts against political opponents, judges 
and police officers at NVU meetings. Krick fled to 
The Netherlands in February 2001 and married a 
woman NVU activist some months ago, wearing an 
SA uniform at the ceremony. At present, he is awaiting 
trial in a Munich prison and also helping police with 
their enquiries in an attempted murder case. He is 
expected to return to The Netherlands after serving 
his expected prison sentence in Germany. 

Whether the NVU will still exist by then is another 
matter. Krick’s ANS faction is not at all enamoured 
of Kusters’s attempts to follow a “consensus policy” of 
negotiating with the police and then staging legal 
demonstrations of a mere 15 minutes’ duration in an 
empty industrial area. 

The ANS nazis are far more eager build links with 
Islamic fundamentalists and take part in their 
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demonstrations. This strategy, which would boost their 
own antisemitism and anti-Americanism, contradicts 
the more traditional nazi approach of anti-Islamic 
racism and xenophobia espoused by the rest of the NVU. 

On the other side of the party, one of the biggest critics 
of Kusters is Joop Glimmerveen, the public face and 
leader of the NVU since the beginning of the 1970s 
and party ideologist until the end of the 1990s. 

Glimmerveen is probably now bitterly regretting his 
decision in 1996, after almost 11 years of inactivity, 
to hand the NVU over to Kusters and Homan because 
he is witnessing his legacy being sacrificed at the altar 
of Kusters’s ambition. Glimmerveen gave up NVU 
membership altogether two years ago but kept control 
of the editorial rights of the party magazine Wij 
Nederland. Kusters writes and edits the party 
newspaper, Wij Europa, but Glimmerveen cannot 
stomach its ideological course and shoddy production. 

Last month, Glimmerveen published a special edition 
of Wij Nederland full of letters to Kusters, the latter’s 
answers and his own vision of the NVU. Among other 
things, Glimmerveen has charged Kusters with misusing 
NVU funds for his own benefit and is threatening him 
with court action. 

None of this arguing and infighting in the ranks of the 
extreme right and the nazis is new. Just to gloat over it is 
naive, however, and anti-fascists need to continue their 
close monitoring of developments in the enemy camp 
and not laugh too soon. 
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National Front 
Constitutional Movement 
(running as “nationalist” 
candidates) all plummeted 
to new depths of electoral 
humiliation, polling only 
41,000 votes between 





General Election Report pages 2-8 


The average fascist vote across the country was a mere 354, 
representing only 0.8 per cent of the vote in the 117 seats they 
contested. 

Of the three fascist groups at the polls the NF clearly performed 
best, drawing on their greater recognisability than their new rivals. 
The NF averaged 451 votes (1.1 per cent) and John Tyndall’s BNP 
269 (0.6 per cent). This represented a major fall since the 1979 
general election ... In that year, the fascist vote averaged 627 
(1 per cent), itself a setback since 1974, when NF candidates 
were polling an average of more than 1,200 votes and taking more 
than 3 per cent of the poll. 
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New C18 arson 


Despite the blows being 
4 delivered against Combat 
18 by both the police and 
| the media, its thuggish 
members were in good 
«| enough shape to carry 
4 out a second raid on 
| Freedom Books and its 
mel Printworks in London’s 
East End on 2 June. 

In March, in a daylight 
raid on the premises, 





TEN THOUSAND a C18 action commando 
ROCK AGAINST RACISM | tanvine clube attacked 


the building and its staff, 
causing over £5,000 of 
damage. This time the 
building, which was unoccupied, was entered and three fires were 
started, causing extensive damage. A spokesperson from Freedom 
Press said that had the fire brigade not arrived so promptly the 
whole building would have been destroyed. 

Bookshops in Durham and other parts of the country, which are 
clearly on Cl8’s strike lists, continue to receive threats. 
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